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SPRING IS SPRUNG, THE GRASS IS RIZ

Not to get too poetic, but after 2 yrs of Covid restrictions, the
threat of global economic collapse, unrest and sometimes division
among us quiet Canadian dwellers, and now Russia declaring war
on Ukraine ... well we have to be happy about something - so why
not spring! There is nothing more refreshing than the start of a
new season complete with baby calves, a renewed sense of hope,
and making plans for the following summer & fall seasons! | hope
you enjoy this issue of the CDCA Spring edition of the newsletter!



PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Happy spring! | hope that your calves are arriving safely and that the sun is shining. Spring is coming
quickly to the North Cariboo region of BC, and we can only hope there’s enough snowpack that will melt
slowly to prevent both floods and wildfires. It’s been an interesting year especially with the pandemic
still restricting so many of our activities.

The logo for the CDCA is a beautiful piece of art; it’s not been easily accessible in digital formats but it is
now. In my capacity as the Promotional Items director, | believe it’s prudent, rather than keep a lot of
money tied up in product, it is so much easier if you use the logo and order your own
promotional items in your own Province. You can add to the design with your farm
name or get creative; a local fellow makes mugs, and another local business with a cnc
machine did the farm sign. We still have T-shirts and sweatshirts available, but the
shipping costs are prohibitive - doubles the cost of a T-shirt. Please contact Ron Black
for a digital file.

We have a limited supply of the International Dexter Newsletter from Australia in 2002 donated by Carol
Davidson. There are very interesting articles and advertisements, and there has begun to be interest
shown in having another International event- possibly in England. The sales
of these will be a small fund-raiser for the CDCA, which is needing a boost.
The Incernagignal Our only income is the membership fee, and a small portion of the

> BN registrations and tests done. We have some significant costs, however.
])]‘JX l ]‘41{ Please remember, one of the best ways to promote the breed is to buy a
membership (first timers are half price!) in the Association as a gift for
your buyer.

Buy a piece of history! This 2002 newsletter is 20yrs old, but full of

international history that every enthusiast should have in their collection,
including ‘A History of Dexters in Canada’ by Carol Davidson. You can own
one for $15 (includes shipping)! 40 available. Contact nstar@goldcity.net.

| had hoped to report on the semen collection project for our bull, but
between the difficulties with the lack of a CFIA vet, delays caused by the
pandemic, labs sending our results late and the bull getting older, we are planning a different project.
Once we’ve decided the date, we’ll remove the important bits and courier them to U of Saskatchewan.
There are a couple of articles further along to explain, as they’ve found a procedure where they can
extract viable genetic material then store it. We won’t have the semen to use commercially but it will be
held in a gene bank to assure genetic diversity in the future.
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. PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONT’D

| am in the process of scanning and filing records,
articles, photos and all sorts of information from
the former member, Carol Davidson. She has
donated some of her papers from years of
interesting breeding programs to the Association
and has been a wonderful source of information
regarding the breed. When she was active on her
farm, she imported and exported animals and
semen and has always been willing to share her
knowledge.

We are always looking for articles, photos or
information for our newsletter. | had the most
fun reaching out all the way across this enormous
country of ours and called the only CDCA member
that lives in Newfoundland, and you’ll read that
interview here in the newsletter. | would like to
repeat this process, so you may expect at some
point to get a phone call from me! Thank you,
Jackie and Wayne Deaves, for your willingness to
participate! It was wonderful to meet you!
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Our farm is downsizing - our little herd is down to
3 cows now - though still much in favour of our
Dexter breed, but just a little less able to
manage as we age. Lots of young folks moving
into our area, out of the urban lower mainland,
are interested in this wonderful small breed, and
we promote it whenever we can. We’ve had farm
visits and sent information via the internet when
we can, and attempt to connect a potential
buyer with current CDCA members whenever
possible.

We are revitalizing our CDCA Facebook and
website and letting folks know of the benefits of
being a CDCA member (besides the half price of
the Canadian Livestock Records Corporation
services).

Please consider stepping up and volunteering to
sit as a Director for our association, it’s an
opportunity to connect with like-minded people
from across Canada, and to promote our great
breed.

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Heinzelman
North Star House Farm

GET WELL SOON!

For those who may be familiar with him,
Jim Washer, General Manager of the CLRC,
is taking a medical leave of absence. Our

Secretary, Ron Black, will be covering as
Acting General Manager while Jim is off. We
all send good wishes to Jim for a speedy
recovery



. MEMBER FEATURE - BLUE PUTTEE DEXTER FARM

CDCA Member Interview done Feb.13, 2022 by Cathy Heinzelman. Cathie contacted Wayne and Jackie
Deaves of the Blue Puttee Dexter Farm in Cape St. George, Newfoundland.

Wayne and Jackie Deaves, when looking to retire,
chose to return to Jackie’s home area in Cape St.
George, Newfoundland, a small community of
around 800 people. It used to be a fishing
community although there are only about 10
fishers left. Jackie’s parents have a farm up the
road and the two families work together.

The name of Deaves’ farm, ‘Blue Puttee Dexter
Farm is in honour of Jackie’s grandfather who
served in WW1. He was one of the first men to
volunteer to serve from Newfoundland, a British
dominion at that time. When there was no more
khaki material available to make up the puttees
for their uniforms, blue cloth was used; the
Newfoundland regiment became known as the
‘Blue Puttees’. They were at the Battle of the
Somme in 1916, one of the deadliest days in the
history of modern warfare; Jackie’s grandfather,
Eugene Cornect Sr., was one of 67 survivors from
a battalion of 500 men.

Wayne is from Ottawa and retired from the
Military service, and Jackie, retired from the
RCMP, has gone through other careers as a
counsellor and as an Early Childhood Educator.
They thought they’d look at miniature animals to
suit their small farm acreage, about 50-60 acres
in total. They Google-searched Dexter cattle, the
smallest breed, as one option, and were
convinced when Wayne, at a reunion in Ottawa,
discovered that a fellow retiree raised Dexter
cattle. So their first purchase was two heifers
and a bull. There was a huge learning curve to
figure out how to transport the small herd to
their new home as live animal transport is not
that common. They now ‘have a guy’ which was
handy as they purchased another bull and three
heifers last July that needed a ride to their new
home.
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The Deaves volunteer a lot in service to their
community, especially at the local French school.
They donate fertilized hens eggs (and the
incubator) so the classes can hatch out chicks,
which return to the farm. A contest to name the
new calves is run each year with names that
reflect WW1 service; the entrants choose a name
and write a short paragraph explaining the
reference. The names began with the letter ‘A &
#39. This years names are up to ‘E’ - the herd
now numbers 10 with 4 calves expected. The
farm also has local students volunteer for work
experience for school credit.



. MEMBER FEATURE CONT’D

The Dexter beef is enjoyed by family and friends,
although it’s a long trip to a licensed slaughter
facility. Hay is purchased each year but since
Jackie’s Dad has given up livestock his pasture is
used, as are other fields available in the
neighbourhood; some owners are off-Island for
work so it’s mutually beneficial. They have
milked their cows ‘Jemima’ and ‘Jewel’, and
enjoyed fresh milk, butter and yoghurt. A
purchase of a tractor helped immensely with the
work; prior to the acquisition, there was a lot of
physical labour that is now simplified.

Veterinarian service on the Island is subsidized so
herd health is not costly and the Deaves take
advantage of it by having all animals vaccinated,
banded and dehorned as necessary. Their original
animals are horned but they’ve moved to polled
animals.

They have a mixed farm; besides the herd of
Dexters, they have a flock of laying hens, one
mini-pig, two pygmy goats and a ‘fainter’, and
get weaner pigs in spring to produce pork. They
have two miniature donkeys, both pregnant, and
are anticipating the arrival of the first foals in

. DEXTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Check out the Dexters at Old

Cascade
Meadows [Farm

Cascade Meadows Farm is a

February. This past year, with ‘local’ food
becoming more popular, they put excess produce
out for sale at a roadside stand and sold
everything available. Jackie makes jams and
jellies for sale as well.

The farm has many visitors to see the animals
and the Deaves are very welcoming. Jackie
wonders what they would do if they didn’t have a
farm to keep them busy as they age. They do
have a casual farm helper but as folks know,
there is always something to do on a farm!

Crowe Farm located in the
rolling hills of south-central
Virginia, USA. These folks are
an organic Bed & Breakfast
operation using chemical-
free, sustainable methods to
raise their livestock.
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small 40 acre permaculture-

based small-farm homestead
nestled in the foothills of

Oregon’s beautiful Cascade

Mountain Range where each
heritage breed lives in as

natural an environment as is

possible.

Visit the Official
Dexter Cattle Australia

Inc. Website!



https://oldcrowefarm.com/heritage-livestock/dexter-cattle/dexter-cattle-2/
https://oldcrowefarm.com/heritage-livestock/dexter-cattle/dexter-cattle-2/
http://www.cascademeadowsfarm.com/dextercattle.html
https://www.dextercattle.org.au/
https://www.dextercattle.org.au/

STATISTICS

. CDCA - STATISTICALLY SPEAKING 2021
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B.C. 12 17 8 0 0
Alberta 22 7 9 0 0
Saskatchewan 15 19 9 0 0
Manitoba 2 0 3 0 0
Ontario 27 30 20 0 0
Quebec 0 1 3 0 0
New Brunswick 0 0 2 0 0
Nova Scotia 8 4 8 0 0
P.E.I. 24 19 5 0 0
Newfoundland
& Labrador 1 0 1 0 0
United States 0 1 0 0 0
[TOTALS [ 111 [ 98 [ 68 | 0 [ 0 |

. OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 2022

g Dexter Cattle Company, PEI - 17

» Becky Bemus & Phil Smith, ON - 11
« Adrian & Rita Hykaway, AB - 10

» Mitch Kehrig & Maggie Tuchelt-Kehrig, SK - 7
« Nancy Fulton, NS - 6 S

Top Registrations

for 2021

Food 4 Thought

BEWARE OF TOXIC
PLANTS IN PASTURES
Click the link to read!
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Cathy Heinzelman, Quesnel BC
250-747-38645 | nstar@goldcity.net
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Shelley Work, Salmon Arm BC
250-832-1006 | ravhwood®@telus.net
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Rick Waechter | rick@doubledpastures.ca
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Laurie Ebenal|china_pets@hotmail.com
lan Payne | watership70@hotmail.com
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Ron Black
Office (613) 731-7110]| ron.black®@clrc.ca
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Shelley Work | ravhwood®telus.net
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Shelley Work | ravhwood®telus.net
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Shelley Work |ravnwood®@telus.net
Nikki Moren | raheentrinitydexters@gmail.com
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Nikki Moren | raheentrinitydexters@gmail.com

/

PROMOTIONAL ITEMS:
Cathy Heinzelman | nstar@goldcity.net
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HERD MANAGEMENT

/

. FEED AT NIGHT, CALVE DURING THE DAY

by ADELE HARTY, SDSU Extension Cow/Calf Field Specialist
Reprinted with permission, published at https://extension.sdstate.edu/feed-night-calve-during-day

As cattle producers begin thinking about calving season and management practices to ease the work load a
bit, night feeding is something to be considered. Producers have questioned whether or not time of feeding

affects time of calving, and the answer is “Yes.”

WHAT RESEARCH SHOWS

Research indicates that feeding cows later in the
day and evening will increase the number of calves
born during daylight hours, when it is typically
easier to keep a close eye on them. Gus Konefal,
a rancher in Manitoba first developed this feeding
method after he discovered that 80% of his cows
calved between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. when they were
fed later in the day. Konefal’s method included a
twice a day feeding, with first feeding between
11:00 a.m. and noon and second feeding between
9:30-10:00 p.m.

Similar research at lowa State University using the
Konefal feeding system, but only feeding one time
per day at 4 p.m., starting 2 weeks prior to the
expected start of calving, resulted in 82% of cows
calving between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. In addition,
calves born between 5 a.m. and 11 p.m. (75% of
the 24 hour day) was 91%. Therefore, only 9% of
calves were born outside the window when
traditional calf checks are performed. An
important thing to note is that when heifers were
separated from the data set and analyzed, 90% of
the heifers also calved in this same time frame. A
survey collected from 15 beef producers in lowa
and Missouri reported feeding once daily between
5 p.m. and 10 p.m. resulted in 85% of cows calving
between 5 a.m. and midnight. Compare this data
to cows not on the Konefal feeding system in the
same herds that were calving 50/50% day and
night.
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Researchers at USDA-ARS at Miles City, MT
completed at three-year study evaluating

differences in feeding time on calving time, but
the numbers were not as dramatic as Konefal and
lowa State data. However, there was a consistent
10-20% decrease in the number of cows calving
between 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. in the late fed cows
compared to the early fed cows.

THINGS TO CONSIDER

Here are some points to remember if Konefal
calving will be implemented:

e Research has indicated that for this method to
be most effective, it should be started one
month prior to calving, but shorter duration
before the start of calving will still have some
effect.

o lowa State advises staying as close to the same
feeding schedule and feed amount as possible
each day. Deviating more than 15 minutes or
providing too much feed will yield less
desirable results.



. FEED AT NIGHT, CALVE DURING THE DAY CONT’D

Maintain regular night checks. Konefal calving
may simply mean that there will be less work
to be done between checks due to fewer calves
born during the night.

It works best in a dry lot situation where all
feed is provided. Desired effect in a grazing
situation may not be seen unless supplemental
hay or timing of grazing can be regulated.

Weather can play a role in effectiveness.
Before or during storms, cattle may not come
to the bunk to eat and may be more likely to
calve at night.

Additional research indicates that a first calf
heifer that calves during the day will tend to
calve during the day the remainder of her
productive years.

This method of management may help to decrease
the number of nights spent up waiting for cows and
heifers to calve by helping to move more of the
calving to daylight hours.

Sources:

e Brackelsberg, P. O. and D. R. Strohbehn. 1981. Daytime
Calving in the lowa State University Resident Instruction
herd and the Rhodes Beef Research Ranch. A. S. Leaflet
R332. lowa State University, Ames, IA.

e lIverson, C. I. 1981. Summary of Survey on “Konefal
Method” of Daytime Calving of Beef Cows - 1980. Tenth
Annual Cornbelt Cow-Calf conference, Ottumwa, IA.

e Konefal, G. 1980. Daytime Calving - the Konefal Method.
Ninth Annual Cornbelt Cow-Calf Conference, Ottumwa,
lowa

. CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION SWAG!

$15

Dexter

® International
Newsletter

Dexter Cattle
Notebook
$32

Gourmet
Dexter Chef
Apron

$15

Proceeds from the sale of these items go directly to the CDCA. Postage is extra.
Please contact nstar@goldcity.net to order. All prices listed in Canadian funds.
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KNOWLEDGE BASE

. PRESERVE YOUR LIFE'S WORK!

Submitted by Carl Lessard, Curator of Animal Genetic Resources of Canada; carl.lessard®@agr.gc.ca

In the last decade, the world has awakened to the
reality that we are losing biodiversity due to
climate change or the impacts of human activities.
Charles Darwin quoted: "It is not the strongest of
the species that survives, nor the most intelligent,
but rather the one most responsive to change”. For
the livestock sector, each produced animal must
correspond to consumer demand and perform in an
environment affected by climate change. In other
words, it must be economically viable. An animal
that does not fit specific criteria is removed from
the animal production system. So, this selection
pressure will remove "bad” genes within a breed,
which improves the production of animals used for
food. However, are these removed genes really
"bad"? When genes are eliminated from a genome
of a livestock breed, they are gone forever!
Conversely, the diversity removed during selection
could aid in future animal production in the event
of disease outbreak, sudden change of consumer
demands, or a need of adaptation to a new
environment caused by climate changes. Loss of
genetic diversity must be stopped to allow our
animal resources to be "most responsive to change”
in these next challenging years.

A "Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic
Resources” was adopted, following "THE
INTERLAKEN DECLARATION" signed in 2007 by 109
countries, including Canada. Countries were
committed to stopping the erosion of animal
genetic diversity and raising awareness of the
importance of preserving their animal resources.
The Commission on Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture (led by Food Agriculture
Organization) has the mandate to report the status
of the animal genetic resources of each country.
The second report on the state of the world's
animal genetic resources for food and agriculture
was released in 2015
(www.fao.org/publications/sowangr/en/),

demonstrating that the livestock diversity remains
at risk. Canada nominated its National Coordinator
of Animal Resources in 2017 to report the annual
registration numbers of each Canadian breed.
These numbers are registered in the Domesticated
Animal Diversity Information System (DAD-IS) and
are publicly available (www.fao.org/dad-is/en).
Other countries will report the numbers of their
animal resources based on registration, surveys or
census. Altogether, it is possible to have an annual
report of animal diversity per species or breed

Figure 1: Worldwide distribution of the Dexter breed using Domesticated Animal Diversity Information System

' SDG Region DAD-IS Region Country
Australia and New Ze.. Southwest Pacifi tr
Latin America and the.. Latin Americaandt.. Cub
Northern America

(M49) and Europe

g (M49)

Sub-Saharan Africa
(M49)
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worldwide. For instance, 13 countries reported
having Dexter cattle in their animal production
system (Figure 1). Interestingly, only three
countries do not have a Dexter population "at-risk"
(Table 1).

Table 1. Reported Dexter population per country in the
Domesticated Animal Diversity Information System

Australia Unknown n.d.
Belgium At Risk 80
Canada At Risk 102
Cuba Unknown n.d.
Germany At Risk 931
Denmark Not at risk 4725
Finland At Risk 50
United Kingdom Not at risk 6010
Ireland At Risk 600
Kenya Unknown n.d.
Namibia At Risk 130
Norway At Risk 737
U.S.A Not at risk 3000

The whole production of animals will be
considered "at-risk" if the population of breeding
females is wunder 1000 animals So, the
international availabilities of the Dexter genetic
resources for Canadian producers could be in peril
if the importation of germplasm is suspended due
to an outbreak of diseases in one of the three
countries. Many other breeds are at risk due to the
number of animals falling under this production
threshold. In Canada, 19 out 27 beef breeds have
a national risk status of "at-risk” based on the
registered numbers in 2020. Among these breeds
"at-risk”, the production of animals can be
discontinued for 14 Canadian breeds if significant
actions are not taken by stakeholders (Industries,
producers, governments).

In 2006, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
launched Canada’s animal preservation program
called "Animal Genetic Resources of Canada
(AnGRC; Animal Genetic Resources of Canada -
agriculture.canada.ca; previously called Canadian
Animal Genetic Resources). The mission is to
ensure the genetic diversity of Canadian livestock,
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support  environmentally friendly livestock
production, and maintain food security by
acquiring, evaluating, and cryopreserving tissue
and germplasm. Since its launch, animal
stakeholders have actively participated in this
program. AnGRC captured over half-million doses
(semen, embryos, tissues) for cattle, pig, sheep,
sheep, goat, horse, elk, deer, bison, turkey quail,
and chicken. Over 86% of these doses are from
bovine breeds. Donors can send frozen donations
to AnGRC's facilities, free of charge, or invite
AnGRC's team to visit their farm to collect and
freeze semen on-site. To date, AnGRC has
organized collection and freezing activities in BC,
AB, SK, MB, ON, QC, and NS. The intent of these
preservation activities is to facilitate the genetic
capture of minor or rare breeds produced by
Canadian producers. Currently, 237 doses of
semen from 4 different Dexter bulls (Earlona-Too
Perry, Aldebaran Priapus, Hiyu Saturn's Warlord,
and a not-register yet) are preserved in our animal
national gene bank. A minimum of 25 unrelated
males and females is required to reconstitute a
breed, and stakeholders need to work with AnGRC
to capture at least 6300 straws to be stored in
liquid nitrogen. Currently, the Canadian Dexter
breed production is classified as "at-risk" at the
national level (based on FAO standards). Around
100 Dexter cattle were registered between 2018
to 2020, which means approximately 100 breeding
Dexter cows are currently producing the next
generation of Canadian Dexter animals. The
Dexter breed will have enough breeding animals to
maintain the genetic diversity if we assume that
Dexter producers have access to a minimum of 50
unrelated bulls for their animal production
(including international semen import). However,
Dexter producers may have challenges maintaining
the breed's genetic diversity if the number of
breeding animals continues to decline or the
importation of semen is closed due to the outbreak
of disease in other countries producing Dexter. It
becomes important to work together to secure the
current genetic diversity of the Canadian breed
before it is too late!

10



Producers and industries are invited to donate
frozen semen or embryos to the animal gene bank
located in Saskatoon (see figure 2). The material
will be stored indefinitely in a designated species
cryotank, ensuring a secure backup for livestock
production in Canada. Only livestock associations
or industry bodies can request access to the
material; AnGRC will not accept requests from a
single producer. In this request, the group must
demonstrate that the requested material will
rejuvenate a breed or re-populate a region after
an outbreak of disease.

Another option to participate in this program is to
invite the AnGRC group to collect and freeze the
genetic material on farms. The capture of genetic

material on-farm is more readily facilitated if a
group of livestock producers in the same area
demonstrated their interest in participating in this
program. This option is currently on hold due to
the COVID situation, but AnGRC is currently
developing alternatives to collect material, which
could be available in the next months.

If you are interested in participating in this
preservation program, do not hesitate to
communicate with a member of the AnGR group or
visit The AnGR website: Let's work together to
preserve your life's work!

See brochure ‘Salvaging Scrotums to Preserve
Biodiversity’ on pages 13-14.

. GUIDELINE FOR COLLECTING & SENDING HAIR ROOT SAMPLES

Collect hair from the tip of the tail (switch). The
root ends or follicles contain the DNA. Samples
must be PULLED, not clipped.

1. Clean the tail switch to remove any foreign
material. Comb or brush the tail to remove
dead hair. If needed, wash and rinse the tail
well, allowing it to dry completely. The sample
must be free of urine or manure. Dirty samples
cannot be processed, as contamination will
make the sample unfit for DNA testing.

2. Wrap approximately 5 hairs around a finger,
about 2 inches away from the skin. Give a
sharp pull to remove the hair. Inspect the hairs
to ensure the follicles are attached. Hair
strands without follicles do not contain DNA
and cannot be tested.

3. Repeat Step 2 until you have obtained 20 hair
roots.

4. Place all of the hair roots at one end and then
tape the sample to the test application form or
hair sample card as shown below.

5. If doing more than one animal, wash hands
before starting the next animal or use a clean
pair of surgical gloves to reduce the risk of
cross contamination of the samples.

DNA FEE SCHEDULE

Basic Parentage SNP DNA S30
PHA 335
Red Colour $30

Microsatellite & SNP Combination S60

*All fees are subject to provincial and federal taxes

. UPCOMING FEATURE - SHOWING YOUR DEXTER

We’ll be featuring some articles in upcoming newsletters on showing your Dexter
cattle! If you would like to contribute or provide some photos for this series,

we want to hear from you! Please send details and/or photos to the Newsletter

editor at ravhwood®@telus.net.
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IGENITY" HAIR SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONS

PLEASE READ KIT INSTRUCTIONS COMPLETELY BEFORE PERFORMING TEST.

- Call 855.324.9774 to order, or visit NEOGEN.com

Pull (do not cut) hair from the tail switch, not tail head. Pull hair Make sure hair is free of fecal material and dirt. Save the hair roots
in the opposite direction from which the hair is laying. This results (follicles), which contain the DNA.
in less breakage than pulling straight out from the tail.

Roots must be clearly visible. Approximately 30 hair roots are needed. Open the collector and peel back the plastic cover. Insert the root
For animals with finer hair, a minimum of 50 to 60 hairs is desired. end of hairs in the middle of the collector. Seal the plastic cover over
For animals younger than three months, TSUs are recommended the hair roots and then close the collector cover tab.

since hair roots will likely not be visible.

Trim excess hair extending from the collector. Write animal Properly record animal IDs on the collector cards and correctly
ID and other information in the spaces provided (do not cut enter that information on your order form to match the DNA to
off follicles, which contain the DNA). the animal.

NEOGEN.com S
© NEOGEN Corporation, 2020. NEOGEN and Igenity are registered trademarks of NEOGEN Corporation, Lansing 48912 USA
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Salvaging Scrotums to Preserve

Biodiversity

Preserving Biodiversity

The Animal Genetic Resources
of Canada (AnGRC) group
encourages owners of heritage
breed farm animals to help
preserve genetic material.
AnGRC’s responsibility is to
protect the biodiversity of
Canada’s farm animal
population by acquiring,
evaluating and cryo-preserving
tissue and germplasm for
future use, but they need your
help.

Although the AnGRC's facilities
are located at Saskatoon (SK),

What’s in It For You?

Saving a Species

Loss of genetic diversity is a
threat to future production
because without it, breeders
have less natural variation to
fight against outbreak diseases
or to respond to a sudden
change of consumer demand.
In an effort to produce the
most productive animal, other
characteristics are often lost
(resistance to disease, size of

Dead Animal? No Problem.

they are increasingly able to
respond to the needs of
producers located some
distance away. Viable sperm
can be retrieved from the
scrotums of animals that were
castrated or died up to 48 hours
earlier.

How We Salvage Sperm Cells

AnGRC has developed a method
to salvage sperm cells from the
epididymis (the reproductive
organ sitting on the testes) from
dead or castrated animals - if
the gonadal tissue is packed
properly for shipping. The

animal, ability to thrive in heat,
etc) - characteristics that could
be of importance for future
agriculture needs.

We Give Back!

The AnGRC team works closely
with the industry, particularly
rare breed association and
heritage breed enthusiasts.
They also collaboratively work
with the producers, returning

epididymis is a reservoir for
sperm (figure 1) and it is crucial
this remain intact throughout
removal of the scrotum from the
body. In good conditions, a
significant proportion of cells can
survive at least 48 hours.

Tesﬁcle

Figure 1. The scrotum is peeled to
reveal the testicles and epididymis

back to them viable sperm for their future
use.

The AnGRC team encourage
owners of heritage breed
animals to consider donating
removed scrotums to the
AnGRC group. Instructions on
how to pack and ship the
material are included on the
following page.
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Send Us Your Male Parts

Important: Sperm are sensitive to cold when they are not in the appropriate environmental conditions. Precautions
need to be taken to avoid freezing the sperm.

Sending Instructions

Step 1: With a sharp knife, Step 3: Place ice packs at the Shipping Address:

remove the scrotum of the bottom of the Styrofoam box, .

animal and carefully drain the add at least one inch of 107 Science Place

excess blood. rumpled paper and place the Saskatoon, SK S7N 0X2

Note: Be sure to remove all of wrappe(.j scrotum on to.p Of, the * I yo.u.are.intejrested in

the scrotum to insure all paper (figure 2D) — avoid direct participating in the future, please

necessary parts remain intact. contact with the ice packs. Fill !et us kngw s.o we can put your
the remainder of the box with information into our database
rumpled paper (figure 2E). This Call ahead and let AnGRC know a

Step 2: Tightly wrap the scrotum  will absorb any potential spills package is on the way, so we can

in a plastic bag and place it into from the scrotum. prepare to deal with the material

two zip-lock bags (figure 2A-C). as soon as it arrives.

This wrapping procedure
minimizes blood loss from the
scrotum.

Send via rapid— courier (we will
cover the shipping) and provide us
immediately with the tracking
number. The scrotum must arrive
no later than 48 hours after death.

Step 4: Close and wrap the box
with tape to secure the lid and
send (figure 2F).

Figure 2. Simple representation
of packaging scrotum for
shipping. Panel A to C requires
wrapping in plastic and zip-lock
bags. Panel D gives an overall
representation of packaging.
Panel E and F demonstrate the
final steps of filling and closing.

Papers (to absorbs spills)

D
5 =
X es s s
= S I

Ice Packs

It is never too late to save the genetics of your valuable animals.

Do not hesitate to contact:
Dr. Carl Lessard, Curator
306-291-7872 carl.lessard@agr.gc.ca

Crissandra Auckland, Collections Specialist
306-241-1945 crissandra.auckland@agr.gc.ca

Pamela Walker, Genetic Analyst
306-241-9562 pamela.walker@agr.gc.ca

Canada
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. BREED STANDARD - GUIDELINES FOR DEXTER CATTLE IN CANADA

These guidelines are for breeding, selection, and judging purposes.

GENERAL

The Dexter is a dual purpose animal with both beef
and dairy qualities. In judging, both of these
qualities are essential.

COLOUR

Whole black, red, and dun. All colours being of
equal merit. A small amount of white is allowed
but only on the underline, udder area, organs of
generation, and the tassel of the tail. White
forward of the naval should be strongly
discouraged.

HEAD

Broad between the eyes tapering gracefully
towards a broad muzzle. Strong jaws with an even
bite. Eyes bright and prominent. Nostrils should be
wide and distended. Size of the head in proportion
to the body.

NECK

Blending well into the shoulders, thick but not too
short. Head should be carried above the spine.

HORNS

Dexters are naturally horned or polled. When not
disbudded or dehorned, the horns should be
moderately thick, with an inward, slightly upward
curve. Bulls should not have as much of an upward
curve as the cow. Removal of the horns should not
be penalized in the show ring. Naturally polled
animals should not be penalized.

CDCA SPRING NEWSLETTER

BODY

Breast prominent, chest floor-wide, well sprung
ribs, wide across the loin, quarters thick and deep,
broad full hips, well rounded fleshy rump.
Straight, level topline with the tail set level with
the spine. When viewed from the rear, tail should
run straight off the spine. Straight level underline.
Good width between both front and back legs.
Legs should be moderate in length in proportion to
body size, squarely placed under the body, wide
apart and perpendicular when viewed from the
rear. Feet should be short toes, deep heeled, level
soled. The length of the back, from shoulder to tail
set, should be the same or greater than the height
of the animal at the shoulder.

SKIN AND HAIR

Skin loose and pliable, hair short and sleek in the
summer, longer and thicker in the winter.

Cows: Udder should be well attached, high and
wide rear attachment, carried well forward. Teats
of medium size, well placed udder, that hang
plumb and are equal size. Strong medial
suspensory ligament.

Bulls: Well hung testicles of even size, scrotum
long and well away from the body.

WEIGHT AND SIZE

Cows: At four years of age, cows should not exceed
850 pounds. Height should be between 36" and 44"
at the hip.

Bulls: At four years of age, bulls should not exceed
1,100 pounds. Height should be between 38" and
46" at the hip.

Overly large and tall animals or extremely small,
short animals are to be strongly discouraged as
suitable breeding stock. Dexters in Canada are
eligible for registration in accordance with the
rules set out in the Canadian Dexter Cattle
Association Constitution.
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GARLIC BUTTER STEAK BITES

These seared Garlic Butter Steak Bites pack so much
flavor and are so easy to throw together! The best
part? They're ready in 15 minutes! Serves 4.

Ingredients
1 tablespoon olive oil

1 %2 pound sirloin steak cut into bite size pieces,
or strip loin, tenderloin, strip steak or rib eye

42 teaspoon salt or to taste

2 teaspoon pepper or to taste

2 tablespoon butter unsalted

4 cloves garlic minced

V4 teaspoon red pepper flakes

1 tablespoon parsley fresh, chopped
INSTRUCTIONS

e Add the olive oil to a large skillet and heat it
over high heat. Make sure the olive oil is hot,
then add the steak pieces to it. Season them
generously with salt and pepper.

4-H REPORT

Cook for at least 2 minutes before stirring the
steak pieces. You want to make sure you get a
good sear on them. Continue cooking for
another 2 minutes until they're golden brown.
If your skillet isn't big enough, you may need
to do this batches.

Transfer the steak bites to a plate and in the
same skillet add the butter. Turn the heat
down to a medium and after the butter has
melted, add the garlic and red pepper flakes.
Cook for about 30 seconds while stirring, just
until the garlic becomes aromatic and starts
to brown.

Pour the garlic butter over the steak bites and
toss well. Garnish with parsley and serve.

Attention 4-H Youth! If you use a Dexter calf for your 4-H project you may be entitled to monies from the
Canadian Dexter Cattle Association. All you have to do is complete your project and on achievement day,
take a picture of you with your calf. Write a few sentences about your 4-H project and send your write-
up, along with the picture to one of the CDCA directors. It’s that easy! So why not choose a Dexter calf

for your next 4-H calf project?

Hello, my name is Taylor Millard.

| would like to introduce you to my
steer Ferdinand. He is a small
breed of cattle called Dexter. He is
black with a hint of brown on him.
Ferdinand can be stubborn at
times. | have worked really hard
with him. He loves alfalfa treats
and backscratches.
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This is my second year in Beef Club.

Hello, my name is AJ Millard. 2021
was my first year doing Beef Club.
This is my steer SirLoin. He is a
small breed of cattle called Dexter.
He is also red. SirLoin has always
been pretty gentle, but when | put
the show halter on him he gets
feisty. SirLoin loves it when | sing
to him.
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wildflowers fertilizer gardening harrowing

shedding
fishing

sunshine

showers

chores

ravens

Word key will be included in the next newsletter!
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