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TIME TO CONTEMPLATE

The TOTTOO Fall and winter are good times to contemplate the past year and

|eﬂ.er for formulate plans for the upcoming year. Did your breeding plans come
to fruition in your calves this year? Are you growing or shrinking your

202 ] is herd? Are you looking for a new bull, or maybe contemplating Al2

While you are evaluating your herd, perhaps it's a prime time to
consider the importance of working with registered animals. This issue
includes an article by Pat White (Highland Cattle) that is applicable to
any breed. Check it out on page 4! Enjoy ©




PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Hello everyonel It's been along hot summer with all
sorts of complications due to the Pandemic and
with all of the offshoots of consequences and
impacts of climate change, we've had to feed
more than usual due to the pasture drying up with
the ‘heat dome’...and have managed to lower our
numbers of cattle, small though they were, to even
smaller...we're down to three cows and a bull, with
a couple of calves; the smallest number we've had
for a few years.

Between worrying about feeding/managing our
caftle and the wide disparity of reasons that folks
keep Dexters -we have members in Newfoundland,
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Ontario, across the
Prairies and BC... it is difficult to ensure everyone’s
concerns are addressed. We look forward to
connecting with some of these folks and hope to
hear their particular reasons for owning Dexters and
what the joys or headaches can be with the breed.

We are in the midst of a change-over of Webmaster
as well as a new Facebook page manager, so that
there should be new fresh ideas/visuals in the near
future.

With the advent of DNA/SNP technology, it is far
easier now to know if an animal is carrying the
genes for Chondrodysplasia or PHA, which can be
devastating to a herd when calves aren't viable.

There's an article in this newsletter from our
Secretary Treasurer and the Canadian Livestock
Records Corporation describing how to apply for
these tests involving hair samples. This service is one
way our small association earns its’ revenue. We
contract with the CLRC for these services, for a
portion of the fees charged. With membership in
the CDCA, these fees are half of what a non-
member will pay for the same service, one of the
advantages of membership - also the registration
and transfer fees.

| believe strongly that it is important to keep the
Dexter breed viable. One of my commitments is to
build and develop the semen availability across
Canada; | will encourage folks to have their quality
bulls collected, and make semen available to the
general public. One of our past members, Carol
Davidson, has offered to donate semen from
foundation bulls for the CDCA to use to assist
building a stronger base of good genetics. | met
with Carol this summer and learned a lotl We are
developing a committee to look into this project,
and are looking for volunteers. | would like to see a
system of ‘classification’ developed specific to
Dexters, so that members across the country can
judge their animals, and work towards improving
the breed.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP¢

The primary advantage to CDCA Membership is that producers pay lowered costs for

registration services for their Dexters. Members are also benefitted by a ready-made
network of other Dexter producers and owners, including the knowledge and
experience that imparts!
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT CONTINUED

OUR ASSOCIATION NEEDS MORE PARTICIPANTS!
Don't be shy! If you are interested in promoting our
breed and our association, and maybe even willing
to stand as a director, we would like fo meet you and
work with you to grow our association, to suit the
needs of current owners better. We usually meet by
conference call on the phone, but this AGM has an
option to join virtually, as well as by phone.

Sincerely,

Catherine Heinzelman
Honoured to be currently serving as President of the
CDCA

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

o

|
\

e
Our AGM wiill be held via online video
conferencing this year! We are excited to ‘see’
you all, but don't worry, if you aren’t tech savvy
you can still phone inl Everyone is welcome to
aftend the AGM.

OCTOBER 28, 2021 @ 4PM PT

FOLLOW THE LINK BELOW
https://bluejeans.com/2508304758
FOR Meeting ID 250 830 4758

To phone in, call as outlined below. You will need
to enter the meeting ID# above when prompted.

Canada (Vancouver) 1.778.807.4955
Canada (Toronto, English) 1.647.946.5611
Canada 1.647.846.8570

Canada (Toronto) 1.416.900.2956
Canada (Montreal, French)1.438.788.3021

A DIRECTORS MEETING will be held immediately
following the AGM. Those nominated/running for a
position must stay once the AGM is over.
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How do you count cows?
with a cowculator!
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WHY BUY & KEEP REGISTERED CATTLE?

By Pat White. Reprinted with permission from Pat White/LEA-White Farms & American Highland Cattle Association

Readers: Substitute 'Dexter' wherever Highland is used! The ideas presented here are those of the author,
and reposted as food for thought. CDCA neither condones nor disregards the commercial herd; as a breed
association it is our mandate to encourage registration for all of the excellent benefits it can provide.

| often get frustrated when | am browsing Facebook
pages about Highland cattle. | love the photos
posted. | love the educational aspect of the columns
(although one must be very careful; | have seen some
rather incredible mistaken beliefs posted as gospel).
However, | don't understand so many individuals with
such an apparent passion for Highland cattle and yet
they either do not register their cafttle or they do not
buy registered cattle in the first place. | am such a
strong proponent of pedigreed cattle with on-going
registration of offspring and | struggle to understand
why others do not share this partficular passion of
mine.

When we recognize a superior animal out of one cow
sired by a particular bull we may try to reproduce
some facsimile of that superior creature by repeating
the breeding or getting as close to that breeding as
we can. Sometimes it works magically; every full
sibling is a carbon copy of each other. Sometimes it
fails just as dramatically; a single superior animal in a
sea of mediocrity. That is the fun and joy and
frustration of breeding livestock; to see what you can
accomplish and hopefully learn from your mistakes
(and there will be many). In your own herd, you will
remember which pairing creates what resulfs.
Purchasers of registered animails will have that same
ability but without the benefit of your memory.

So the question remains, why should anybody buy
registered Highland cattle? Registration papers
signify a great deal about the actual animal you
own or are thinking of purchasing. Those papers
frace the ancestry back through 3 generations. If
you look up that registration information online,
with a simple click of your mouse, you can explore
each ancestor on the pedigree back another 3
generations. In addifion fo name and color you
can explore relatives; the offspring produced by a
grandsire or granddam on and on ad infinitum or
at least as far back as our herdbook details. You
also can see if any of the immediate ancestry are
considered Impact or Elite Impact animals, if any

Tattoos: Right Ear:
Calved: 03/19/10 Left Ear: CL5X
rlville, NY

AIN:

Dam: DH Katherines Lyric

ajestic (AI) 31951
|

L DHAy

g%

DH Katherine

Thunderbird Kathy 15418

were produced by artificial insemination or
embryo ftransfer. If the pedigree provides a
Canadian or Scottishimport the database of these
affiiated  associations  will  provide further
information on ancestry in a similar fashion.

Studying pedigrees can allow you to make breeding
decisions. For example, frying to duplicate a
particular animal that you like by pulling the same
ancestors out of similar pedigrees. This is a common
theme that is used by breeders in their own herds.
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This female is an attractive Highland cow but looking at her registration
papers reveals her real value. Her dam is an Elite Impact Dam, her sire is a
son of Scott of Craycombe, an imported bull whose semen sells for $500+
per straw. She fraces back to numerous National Champions including
Orflaith 2nd of Dirfane and Gilchrist’s Kodiak. Knowing she comes with such
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To search through pedigrees and try to produce that
superior animal based on careful analysis and
evaluation of those registration histories. For
registration papers are just that, a written history of
your cattle.



WHY BUY & KEEP REGISTERED CATTLE? Cont'd

Performance of family groups can be evaluated
using those same papers. Longevity and production
can be tracked through the online herdbook and
breeders should be wiling to share any collected
performance information whether in a hand written
notebook or through the American Highland Cattle
Associatfion’s online performance registry. Important
heritable  traits such as longevity, udder
conformation, age at first calving, calf weaning
weights and yearling weights are all points that can
be compiled online through our national association
website.

Registered Highlands allow you to maintain detailed
pedigree information on your cattle with ease. They
allow you to participate in breed shows and
association events and permit your cattle to appeal
to a broader segment of the cattle owning public.
That appeal could include those families looking for a
project for their child or a supplement to theirincome
or a hobby that can develop into a passion.

So when it actually comes to making that initial
purchase of seedstock, many times | hear on the
other end of the phone that the buyer doesn’'t need
orisn't interested in show quality cattle. | truly beg to
differ. The only kind of cattle any buyer of registered
stock should aspire to purchase, is show quality cattle.
| am not recommending that new breeders go out
and buy “show cattle”. Anyone who knows me
personally would think | had furned over a totally
unexpected leaf if | actually said | believed that. |
have always been a proponent of naturally fed cafttle
in the show ring. | am not a proponent of show rations
and have long paraded our cattle info countless
showrings fed no differently than our entire herd
(sometimes to excellent results, many times not). | am
saying however that any animal you purchase, if in
adequate rig and presentable state of cleanliness,
should be capable of walking into a showring with
any number of show hardened, fed-up veterans and
do you proud. That does not mean you win the
championship; that most likely will go to the animals
that best appeal to the judge’s eye; those cattle
superbly fitted and fed to perfection. Nor does it
mean that you should ever plan on showing your
cattle or even halter-breaking your cattle. It means
that any animal you elect to keep as a member of
your breeding herd should have everything it takes to
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acquit itself in the showring admirably. It can walk
well, it has good feet and legs, it has a level topline,
has a good udder with decent teat size (assuming of
course, a female old enough to display its most
obvious feminine attributes) and hopefully on top of
that, has a gorgeous head and sweeping majestic
horns to round out the rest of the animal. For all intents
and purposes, it may well be better than the
champions.

If you are purchasing cattle, buy the best cattle you
can find. Cattle with correct conformation have the
proper angle to their feet and legs that minimizes the
wear and tear on their skeletal structure so they can
live to aripe old age while looking half of their actual
years. Cows with properly formed, fight udders and
teats the perfect size to fit a newborn calf’'s mouth will
confinue to produce calf after calf, year after year,
without any human intervention. Barring, of course,
unforeseen situations.

As conscientious breeders of registered cattle, we
have an obligafion to cull our herds of inferior
specimens that should not be in our breed. These
cafttle should be in a beef program and eaten, clear
and simple. Recover as much value as you can from
these animals because registered or not, all cattle are
ultimately beef. Highland caftle should carry
themselves on reasonably correct musculoskeletal
systems, with good udders and easily accessed teats
fo be able to raise a calf that is fat and healthy, be
sound breeders and repeat that frouble-free calf
rearing business year after year after year. If they
cannot do that, get rid of them. Don’t sell them fo
some sucker down the road. What goes around
comes around and your reputation will suffer. The
best part is that older non-productive Highland cows
make the best burger you have ever eaten.

Breeding registered Highland cattle is highly
rewarding both from a personal, emotional level and
from a financial standpoint. But buying the best
registered cattle you can find will not guarantee you
receive more money for their offspring. If you want
those registration papers to pay off, study them,
develop a feel for what good cattle are and what
fraits work best for you. You need to develop the best
purebred herd that you possibly can and then you
need to market those geneticsin any fashion that you
can possibly fathom. That doesn’'t mean that every



WHY BUY & KEEP REGISTERED CATTLE? Cont'd

animal you breed has to win on the show circuit. It
means that you breed reliable cattle that do what
you expect, what your buyers expect and desire. You
build a reputation for honesty, integrity and good
cattle all at the same time. You back up your words
with deeds and make sure you take care of your
buyers. Help them learn, help them market, help
them become as enamored with registered Highland
cattle as you are.

One of the first, and as | see it, one of most important
actions you can take to impress upon a new buyer
the importance of registration is to fransfer those
papers infto the new buyer's name. Do that
immediately, do it yourself and pay the transfer fees.

Next, purchase that new buyer a membership in our
national association. This does not need to cut into
your profit; charge enough for your cattle to cover
these costs. It is not rocket science but it goes a long
way to cementing a relationship between you and
that new buyer, and a relationship between that new
buyer and our association. Make registration of
Highland cattle your priority and insfill that precedent
into every purchaser of your cattle.

It takes a long time to build a respected reputation
that new breeders will turn to as a first purchase
opftion and established breeders will look to for herd
improvement. But do those registration papers
actually add to the value of your cattle?2 The answer
to thatis an unequivocal yes! Anyone with cattle can
market those animals as beef. Registered cattle can
produce beef just as effectively as grade or
commercial caftle. But grade or commercial cattle
do not come with a detailed family history of
performance ability. Registered cattle can always be
sold as beef or as grade/commercial animals without
papers. But the opposite is not frue. AHCA does not
permit the grading up of Highland type cattle.

Unregistered, grade cattle can never become
registered. No matter how gorgeous, no matter the
breed character, no matter the conformation, no
matter the disposition, no matter how pure they may
appear, grade Highlands may not ever become
registered cattle.

It is for this reason that whenever | view a gorgeous
example of the breed, only to discover that the
animal is not registered, | feel such a profound sense
of disappointment. | find failure to maintain the
registration on these animals to be both a travesty
and a tragedy.

The definition of “breeder” is paramount, and
Wikipedia summed it up this way “a breeder is a
person who pracfices the vocation of mating
carefully selected specimens of the same breed to
reproduce specific, consistently replicable quailities
and characteristics. This might be as a farmer or a
hobbyist, and can be practiced on a large or small
scale, for food, fun or profit.” This is where breeders
differ from the many keepers and sellers of Highland
cattle. We should all look at breeding Highland cattle
as a business, whether large or small, and we should
all profit from the sale of our cattle whether many or
few. But paramount to any Highland operation is the
“careful selection of breeding stock” and subsequent
registration of those animals with the American
Highland Cattle Association (or the other Highland
breed registries worldwide). If the animals are not
registered, and those papers are not transferred to
the new owner, that animal is effectively lost o the
breed gene pool and is no more than a grade or
commercial beef animal. Its lineage is lost, its link to
the past is lost and in most cases, cannot be
reestablished. Such Highland owners then become
littte more than animal collectors, rather than
conservators of a unique and rare breed.

Be a breeder of Highland caftle.
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4-H REPORT

My name is Maria. | am 10 years old. This year | showed
my heifer Ravenwood Acres Harlow in the Comox

Valley 4H Calf Club. Harlow is a registered Dexter.

¢ TR oy o R T

Harlow getting a bath before show Day

| showed Harlow at the CVEX fair which is our local fair.
| showed Harlow in heifer class and me and Harlow
won 3rd place! | also showed her in a showmanship
class and in an achievement class at the CVEX.
Harlow started to goof up in the show ring but at
home she is very good.
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Maria and Harlow on the right

When we got home from the fair she was happy
to go in the front field with the other cows.

| look forward to showing Harlow in the future as a
cow calf project.




DEHORNING 101

by Paul Zeegers

How to dehorn a young calf safely and with a low
amount of stress. When our cows have a calf we
get the pair into our barn to bond and keep them
safe from predators.

After a couple of days we will check the calf and
see if we can feel the horn buds which should start
developing by then. If they are present we will
wait for maybe Tlor 2 more days before we
dehorn them: this will give you time to get
organized and purchase dehorning paste from
your farm supply store.

So now it's time to dehorn the calf, we get this
done the following way at our farm:

First have all supplies at hand: dehorning paste, a
rag or paper toweling just in case of drips, and a
small pair of clippers or a disposable razor. A
helper is good, to pass the supplies as necessary.

We separate the cow away from the calf. This
needs to be done so the mother will not lick the
paste and to prevent the calf from rubbing the
paste off onto the udder. Make sure the calf is in
a dry place and cannot get rained on, otherwise
the paste can run and cause problemes.

We back the calf info a corner and straddle if,
keeping the head between your knees to control
its movement. Then we will shave/clip a small
area around each horn bud so the paste can
make better contact with the bud.

Got DEXTER BEEF?

Send us your favourite Dexter beef

recipe including a photo. Your recipe
could be posted here in the next
Newsletterl!
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Once the shaving is done we are ready to apply
the paste. Check its consistency (some can be
quite runny) then we dab about the size of a
nickel on each horn bud. This might be the
volume of teaspoon at the most, it does not need
much as the paste is quite strong. It is caustic -like
extra strength Neat hair remover. Take care with
drips - wipe up with a wet cloth immediately as it
can cause burns or damage to eyes/lips, or even
your own skin. It will take about 2/3 hours for the
paste to do its job and during this fime we keep
the calf away from the cow. After this time we let
them back together in the barn overnight.

We also tag the calves during this time, for our
own identification. We do this before the pasting,
using metal tags with our id# and put it in the
topside of the ear. These tags stay on very well
and are placed in such a way that we read it from
the top of the ear, heifers in the left ear, bull calves
in the right. Our family’s involvement with 4-H
infroduced us to these tags, and we've yet to
have an animal lose one though other tags (RFID,
etc.) can get pulled out fairly easily.

Good luck dehorning your calves.

Editor’'s note: This method works best on calves
up to 1 week of age. Please be sure to follow the
Code of Practice set out by NFAC.



https://www.nfacc.ca/codes-of-practice/beef-cattle

BLUE-EYED DEXTER CALVES

Earlier this year the CDCA received email reports
from Trish & Dan Newby (AB) and Adrian Hykaway
(AB) about blue-eyed Dexter calves showing up in
their herds.

First calf born with blue eyes to Trish & Dan Newby

Trish writes “Never in our over 20 years of raising Irish
Dexters have we seen blue-eyed calves! Here we
are with 3 this year! Their eyes are sfill blue and the
coats are a different shade of Dun than we have
ever had before. Champagne coloured at birth
with dark tail switches. Their tail switches are still a
darker colour and months later, their eyes are still
blue! We have not seen any adverse sensitivity to
sunlight or issues with their eyes at all.”

Affected calves have eyes with irises that are pale blue around the pupil with a tan periphery and their hair coats

Blue-eyed dun, red, and dun coat colours

Blue eyes in cattle is a rare, but non-lethal genetic
condifion inherited as a simple recessive known as
Oculocutaneous Hypopigmentation or OH. It is the
result of a recessive mutation on a single cattle
chromosome. Cattle that are homozygous for the
mutated gene will exhibit blue eyes. This should not be
taken to mean that blue eyed cows are suffering from
illness. Nonetheless, some blue-eyed calves can be
sensitive fo light. It is sometimes referred to as simply
cosmetic. According to research conducted by
some of the world’s renowned institutions, this birth
defect dates back to the late 1970s. It is tfermed a
‘defect’ simply because cows do not naturally have
blue eyes.

FL
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have a slightly bleached color. An important point fo note is that OH has no effects on productivity and blue-eyed

cows are not inferior in any way to other livestock.

Data compiled from agricsite.com and https://www.angus.org/pub/OH/OHFactSheet.pdf
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GUIDELINES FOR DEXTERS

General - The Dexter is a dual purpose animal with
both beef and dairy qualities. In judging, both of
these qualities are essential.

Colour - Whole black, red and dun. All colours are of
equal merit. A small amount of white is allowed but
only on the underline, udder area, organs of
generation and the tassel of the tail. White forward
of the navel should be strongly discouraged.

Head - Broad between the eyes tapering gracefully
toward a broad muzzle. Strong jaws with an even
bite. Eyes bright and prominent. Nostrils should be
wide and distended. Size of the head in proportion
to the body.

Neck - Blending well info the shoulders, thick but not
too short. Head should be carried well above the
spine.

Horns - Dexters may be horned or polled. When not
disbudded, dehorned or polled, the horns should be
moderately thick with an inward, slightly upward
curve. Bulls should not have as much of an upward
curve as the cow. Removal of the horns should not
be penalized in the show ring.

Body - Breast prominent, chest floor wide, well
sprung ribs, wide across the loin, quarters thick and
deep, broad full hips, well rounded fleshy rump.
Straight level topline with the tail set level with the
spine. When viewed from the rear, tail should run
straight from the spine. Straight level underline. Good
width between the front and back legs. Legs should
be moderate length, in proportion to body size,
squarely placed under the body, wide apart and
perpendicular when viewed from the rear. Feet
should have short toes, be deep heeled, level-soled.
The length of the back from shoulder to tail set
should be the same or greater than the height of the
animal at the shoulder.

e Cows - Udder should be well attached, high and
wide rear attachment, carried well forward. Teats
of medium size, well placed on the udder, hang
plumb and are of equal size. Strong medial
suspensory ligament.

e Bulls - Well hung testicles of even size, scrotum
long and well away from the body.
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Skin - Loose and pliable, hair short and sleek in
summer, longer and thicker in winter.

Weight and Size - As dual purpose animals, Dexters
should not be overly short and leggy. Overly short
animals cause milking problems and possible mating
problems. Leggy animals lose the beefy qualities.
Both extremes should be strongly discouraged.

o Cows - At four years old, cows should not exceed
850 pounds. Height should be between 36 and
44 inches at the hip.

e Bulls - At four years old, bulls should not exceed
1,100 pounds. Height should be between 38 and
46 inches at the hip. Overly large and tall animails
or extremely small, short animals are to be
strongly discouraged as suitable breeding stock.
Dexters in Canada are eligible for registration in
accordance with the rules set out in the
Canadian Dexter Cattle Association Constitution.

Guidelines are for breeding, selecting,
and judging purposes.




PARENTAGE AND GENETIC TESTING

The purpose of this document is fo explain the
various tests, both required and voluntary, that are
available to breeders of Dexter cattle.

The laboratory for all tests that will be explained is
Neogen Canada

7323 Roper Rd. NW

Edmonton AB T6E OW4

www.neogen.com

REQUIRED TESTS:

Required tests must be ordered through Canadian
Livestock Records Corporation (CLRC) with payment
of the required fees as indicated in the fee schedule
for Dexters. Instructions on how o proceed with this
are included in the document "Procedures for
Genetic Testing” appended to this document.

Please note that these tests that are outlined as
required for certain animals can also be ordered for
any other animals, even though they are not
required.

1. DNA and/or SNP: DNA microsatellite testing is the
former technology that was used for profiling and
parentage qudlification. Although still available in
certain circumstances, it has now been replaced by
Single Nucleotide Polymorphism, or SNP, testing.

Pursuant to the by-laws of the Canadian Dexter
Cattle Association (CDCA), it is required that all bull
calves born on or after January 1, 2000 have a DNA
or SNP profile on file in order to be registered. DNA
and SNP are the tests that allow for parentage of
animals to be checked. This requirement has been in
effect long enough that almost all animals tested
are automatically checked by the lab o see if their
sire, and dam if she has been tested, qualify.

DNA and SNP tfests are not inferchangeable. This
means that if a parent of an animal only has a DNA
test on file, then a breeder has a choice to make. If
the parent animal is still alive so that a hair sample
can be obtained, or the sample used for DNA testing
is in storage aft the lab, then a SNP test can be done
on that animal as well as the calf. If, however, it is not
possible to do a SNP test for the parent, then a
combination test of DNA and SNP must be done for
the calf, the DNA test to qualify its parentage and
the SNP test to qualify it as the parent of its offspring
in the future.
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Parentage qualification (both parents) by DNA or
SNP is required for any calves born as the result of
embryo transplant to be registered.

A DNA or SNP profile is also required for Canadian
registration of any imported Dexters. The test results
from the exporting country are usually acceptable
so long as a copy of the test results, including all
markers, is available. These results must be forwarded
to CLRC with the application to register the animal in
Canada, and CLRC will in turn forward the results to
Neogen Canada.

It is also the prerogative of CLRC to ask for full
parentage testing of any animal of either sex if for
any reason the parentage may be in doubt, such as
in the case of the dam having been exposed to two
bulls at the same time or to a second bull within 21
days of exposure to the first bull having ended.

2. PHA (Pulmonary Hypoplasia with Anasarca): This is
a test for a genetic defect affecting the lungs that
does appear in Dexter cattle.

A PHA test is required in order to register any bull
calves born on or after January 1, 2011, unless both
parents have already been tested. If both parents
have tested PHA free, then the calf will be PHA free
by parentage. If one parent happens to be PHA
positive, then the calf would have to itself be tested
to determine ifs status.

A PHA test is also required for any bulls born and/or
registered before January 1, 2011 in order to register
any of their offspring born on or after January 1,
2014. If that bull is not available for testing, then the
calf must be tested, and if it tests PHA free, it can be
registered. If it tests positive, then its dam must also
be tested before it is registered.

3. Chondrodysplasia: This is a test for another genetic
defect that can occur in Dexters, causing short
legged calves, and in extreme cases, bulldog calves
that do not survive. As with PHA, if both parents have
been tested and are negative, then the offspring will
also be negative.

A test for Chondrodysplasia is required for any bull
used for artificial insemination.



PARENTAGE AND GENETIC TESTING Cont'd

4. Colour Test: Any animal to be registered as a red

Dexter must be tested and proven to be red unless it

has at least one ancestor on each side of its
pedigree that has been verified as red, in which
case no testis required.

VOLUNTARY TESTS:

These tests, while not required for registration, are
available at Neogen Canada for those wishing to
determine this information about their animals. The

A1/A2 Milk Test can be ordered either through CLRC

or by contacting Neogen directly. The

Stacking Small Square Bales

Horned/Polled test must be ordered from Neogen
directly.

1. Horned/Polled Test: This is a test that can be
performed to determine if an animal is genetically
polled, either heterozygous or homozygous.

2. A1/A2 Milk Test: This is a test for beta casein,
kappa casein and beta lactoglobulin in the milk,
which can be used to select animals with higher
quality milk and milk that is superior for cheese
making.

By Adrian Hykaway

Years ago | sent this idea fo an Alberta AG Rep in
reply to an article he wrote about hay storage and
preventing waste. He thought it was a good idea
and was going to use it in his next presentation on
hay storage, but his department got shuffled before
he did so I'm sharing it with you.

| put up small square bales using a New Holland
#1033 hay stacker/wagon. | don’t know if anyone
else does this, but | don’'t like stacking hay on the
ground so | came up with this idea of stacking hay
on pallets.

| built a couple of portable ramps to back the
wagon on to so it is at the same level as the pallets
and then unload unto the pallets. | get pallets from a
friend and from local businesses for free. | just burn
the old ones as they break down with use.
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I've heard of pallets that are mounted right on the
wagon and you set the hay down already on a
pallet so you wouldn't need ramps. I'm thinking of
building some; | just need to figure out just how to fit
the pallet on the moveable rack.

Feel free to share if it would be helpful to others. |
cover the hay with tarps and use discarded grain
ploy tubes for skirting down the side almost tfo the
bottom, leaving enough space so air can circulate
underneath the stack.

Hope this idea comes in handy!



PROCEDURES: Genetic Testing, Registration & Transfer

1)

2)
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Contact CLRC with arequest for the type(s)

of test(s) you wish to have done. Itis
preferred that this be done online at
www.clrc.ca/order; however, you may also
contact the Dexter registrars at CLRC by
phone with your request, or print, complete
and mail the request form.

Payment must be made up front when
requesting the test(s). Payment must be made
by Visa or Mastercard or by cheque, but if you
mail a cheque, the kit will not be issued until it is
received by CLRC. If sending a cheque, please
refer to the testing fee schedule below and add
the appropriate HST or GST.

CLRC will issue you a kit that consists of a
testing application form with the information
regarding the animal to be tested printed on
it. The application form will be sent by email
unless the applicant wants to wait for CLRC to
mail the form.

When you receive the testing application
form (print it if received by email), check the
information on it, then sign and date it, and
tape the hair sample to the centre of it then
fold it from both ends so that the sample is
contained within it.

Alternatively, hair sample cards may be
purchased from Neogen Canada, the testing
lab, at a cost of $1.00 each with a minimum
order of 10 cards. To order, visit
http://www.order.igenity.com.

Please do not use the former hair sample
envelopes or wrap the sample loosely in paper,
as this will result in a $4.00 surcharge by the lab.

If you make your request by mail, you may
send the hair sample attached to the hair
sample card and request that CLRC then
send the testing application form and the hair
sample directly to Neogen Canada on your
behalf.

Please note that the lab will only process
samples for which they have an application
form issued by CLRC, and CLRC will only issue
a form when the test(s) have been paid for.
For parentage verification, PHA and colour
tests, please do not contact the lab directly
as this complicates the process. For other tests
like A1/A2 milk and horned/polled, you may
contact Neogen directly if these are the only
tests being requested at that time.

During the transition from Microsatellite DNA
to SNP testing you will need to have all sires
SNP tested in order to SNP test their male
offspring to verify the sire. In these cases, it is
best to request the Microsatellite and SNP
combination test for the sire and the SNP test
for the offspring. This is the best way if you
have multiple male offspring from a particular
sire. Alternatively, you can request a
combination test for the offspring, so that the
offspring can be compared to the sire’s
Microsatellite DNA on file at Neogen Canada,
but this would have to be done on each
offspring of that sire. The choice up to you.
Mail the completed form and hair sample to
Neogen Canada, 7323 Roper Rd. NW,
Edmonton AB T6E OW4,

Visit us online at www.dextercattle.ca
Or on our facebook page
@canadiandextercattleassociation

Canadian Dexter Cattle
Association

(@canadiandextercattleassociation

Agricultural Cooperative © Send Message

| Quick Links :

s Canadian Dexter Cattle Association /



http://www.dextercattle.ca/
http://www.clrc.ca/order
https://www.clrc.ca/sites/default/files/associations/generic/Snptestkitapp.pdf
http://www.order.igenity.com/

GUIDELINE: Collecting & Sending Hair Root Samples

Collect hair from the fip of the tail (switch). The root 3. Repeat Step 2 until you have obtained 20 hair

ends or follicles contain the DNA. Samples must be roofs.

PULLED, not clipped. 4. Place all of the hair roots at one end and then

1. Clean the tail switch to remove any foreign tape the sample to the test application form or
material. Comb or brush the tail to remove dead hair sample card as shown below.

hair. If needed, wash and rinse the tail well,
allowing it to dry completely. The sample must be
free of urine or manure. Dirty samples cannot be
processed, as contamination will make the
sample unfit for DNA festing.

5. If doing more than one animal, wash hands
before starting the next animal or use a clean pair
of surgical gloves to reduce the risk of cross
contamination of the samples.

2. Wrap approximately 5 hairs around a finger, about

2 inches away from the skin. Give a sharp pull to DNA Fee SChedU|e

remove the hair. Inspect the hairs to ensure the

follicles are attached. Hair strands without follicles IEE,SAI\C Parentage SNP DNA gg
tain DNA t tested.

do not contain and cannot be fested Red Colour $30

Microsatellite & SNP Combination $60

*All fees are subject to provincial and federal taxes

CDCA SWAG!

$15 $32 $90 $15 $15 $2
The CDCA has a small assortment of merchandise for sale. Please check back as more items are added. Proceeds
from the sale of these items go directly to the CDCA. Please place orders with Cathy @ 250-747-3864 or
nstar@goldcity.net. Orders will not be processed until payment is received. Postage will be added to total cost. All
prices listed in Canadian funds.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for SPRING 2022 is February 15/22
We want your input! Infroduce your farm, write an article about

something you want to share, send us an email, ask questions, share
your photos or your favourite links, and tell us what you would like to see
in this newsletter! The more people sharing the better!
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mailto:albertaroots@telus.net

IGENITY" HAIR SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONS

PLEASE READ KIT INSTRUCTIONS COMPLETELY BEFORE PERFORMING TEST.

- Call 855.324.9774 to order, or visit NEOGEN.com

Pull (do not cut) hair from the tail switch, not tail head. Pull hair Make sure hair is free of fecal material and dirt. Save the hair roots
in the opposite direction from which the hair is laying. This results (follicles), which contain the DNA.
in less breakage than pulling straight out from the tail.

Roots must be clearly visible. Approximately 30 hair roots are needed. Open the collector and peel back the plastic cover. Insert the root
For animals with finer hair, a minimum of 50 to 60 hairs is desired. end of hairs in the middle of the collector. Seal the plastic cover over
For animals younger than three months, TSUs are recommended the hair roots and then close the collector cover tab.

since hair roots will likely not be visible.

Trim excess hair extending from the collector. Write animal Properly record animal IDs on the collector cards and correctly
ID and other information in the spaces provided (do not cut enter that information on your order form to match the DNA to
off follicles, which contain the DNA). the animal.

CDCA FALL NEWSLETTER

NEOGEN.com
© NEOGEN Corporation, 2020. NEOGEN and Igenity are registered trademarks of NEOGEN Corporation, Lansing 48912 USA
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heat cycle

lactation

manure




