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    The AGM has come and gone for this year. Our two new directors, Mike 
Lafortune and Nick Woodhouse,  are already coming up with new ideas and 
questioning the reasons why things are done the way they are. The AGM was a 
success, we had 19 members and one guest attend and finally, thanks to Ian 
Payne, the CDCA now owns a teleconference phone that really works at a cost 
of $400.00.  It was a surprise to have Mike, Nick and their wives attend in per-
son.The only slight disappointment was that some didn’t stay longer to visit and 
help eat all the food Ian had prepared. We had a good visit with those that did 
stay and heard some interesting stories from Elwood Quinn; in a way he was the 
unofficial guest speaker. There was a motion passed that the CDCA will now 
have free advertising for members on the CDCA website and only free advertis-
ing for non-members looking to buy Dexter cattle. 
    I want to thank Allyn Nelson and Brenda Pollard for serving two full terms 
on the board; it was good to have their insightful contribution to keep the 
CDCA an active association. A BIG SPECIAL THANKS to Brenda for volun-
teering to continue as the editor of the newsletter, she has been doing this for 
FREE, just covering her out of pocket costs and that she has been able to nego-
tiate savings to keep costs at a bare minimum. While on the subject of the news-
letter, Brenda reported at the AGM that only 13 members are receiving the 
newsletter by email. It is a big expense to the CDCA and a big consumer of 
Brenda’s time to be printing and mailing out hard copies. The newsletter will be 
on the next board meeting’s agenda to see if the CDCA should only be produc-
ing the newsletter electronically, other associations are doing it so why can’t the 
CDCA. I would like to hear from you about the newsletter before the board 
meeting in Nov.  
Nick and Mike will be spear heading the review of the constitution, so they want 
input from the membership on what you would like to see updated or changed. 
Times are changing so we need to keep up with new technology but not lose 
why the CDCA exists. One of the things that have caused some headaches is the 
wording of the PHA bylaw and how that wording has and will affect some of 
the existing Dexter bloodlines. The bylaw of how amendments are put forward 
and voted on was a very good one, but I think it could be expanded on. Now 
that technology have speed things up, some of the time frame bylaws need up-
dating. Let’s hear from you this is YOUR CONSTITUTION and CDCA. 
    As you already know, CDCA is transitioning from microsatellite to SNP 
DNA parent testing. CLRC has the end of September as the deadline to fully 
implement the flow of electronic DNA data from Delta Genomics lab to CLRC.  
CBBC is in negotiations with Genserve (Quantum Genetix) on a one-time trans-
fer of all samples stored at Genserve to Delta, this known as the BioBank Pro-
ject. There is some funding made available from ALMA and the total cost won’t 
be known until the final agreements are in place and it is known how many sam-
ples will have to be moved. On Aug 17, I along with other breed associations 
attended a teleconference meeting hosted by CBBC to give us an over view of 
the BioBank Project. CBBC wanted to know if there was a committed interest 
from the breed associations to participate in the transfer of the samples. During 
the CDCA board meeting on Aug 20 after an extensive discussion the board 
agreed in principal to be part of the transfer of Dexter samples, there is no firm 
commitment until the details, procedures, and costs are known. Right now a few 
members, me included, have had individual samples transferred from Genserve 
to Delta at a cost of $36.00 ($10.00 retrieval fee and $26.00 shipping by Purola-
tor). Since CDCA only requires that bulls be DNA tested, a rough estimate of 
between 300 to 400 samples will need to be transferred.  
    During the AGM while discussing different topics I wondered out loud 
whether anyone read my president’s report as I never hear from anyone, so if 
you read this report and would like to know the results of the tests we had on 
our herd bulls for A1, A2 milk and what are our other plans for our Dexters, 
send me an email at hykaway@mcsnet.ca. We sent the hair samples to Delta 
Genomics and it cost $24.00 plus GST per bull in Canadian funds. 

Adrian Hykaway 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

mailto:hykaway@mcsnet.ca
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Hello from central BC! Hope your summer’s going well, not too dry and good hay crops as well as calf crops. We have 
had a six week dry period which has impacted hay production in the area, now there are reports of grasshopper dam-
age as well. Hay is a hot commodity this year, farms that irrigate will do well, but the price per ton is climbing. 
 We have our herd out on a friend’s pasture again this year, it’s quiet and lonely here on the farm but they have end-
less grass and are doing very well; we drive out to visit weekly and keep tabs on them.  
The Promotional Items are certainly slow sellers; I am my own best customer! Please consider taking the time to pur-
chase a few items to have on hand when a potential buyer comes to visit; the reusable grocery bags and the small 
magnets with the CDCA logo are nice to hand out. My personal favourite promotional item is to purchase an intro-
ductory membership for buyers; for first-timers the cost is $25 which is a bargain, especially when the folks carry on 
the membership into future years.   
We have some interesting things happening and need to have more participation from the membership; the transfer 
from ‘Mitochondrial DNA’ to SNP technology has begun. The President has been working towards finding funding 
through Canadian Beef Breeds Council to help with the costs of transferring samples to the lab in Edmonton. If you 
are interested, or upset, or have questions, please do not hesitate to contact a Board member to discuss this. 
Welcome to the new Board members, Mike Lafortune, and Nick Woodhouse. I look forward to working with you this 
coming year, and then I have to step off the Board. Any member in good standing can let their name be put forward 
to work with the Board, and in one short year we’ll need at least 2 new Board members. Consider volunteering for 
your Association; the fact that we are a National Association means we need representation from across our country. 
I was glad to participate in the AGM via conference call…we seem to have the right technology now and the sound 
was great! 
Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine Heinzelman 

DIRECTORS’ REPORT 

Hello Everyone,  

With fall fast approaching, we are busy in harvest mode here at Maple Ridge Farm.  Hay, straw and preserves have 
become a large part of our daily routine as we build our food stores for our animals and our family.  One of the many 
reasons I enjoy the Dexter breed is the network of owners that share information about the breed and the farming 
practices they follow.  One such conversation was about the calving season.  It is easy to assume that most people 
calve in the spring.  But recently, I learned that many people have switched calving to the fall season.  What time of 
year do you calve? And why do you prefer this time of year?  Email me at beckywilliams@kos.net and I’ll compile and 
share your responses in the next newsletter.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

Becky 

Ben with 

Crackerjack 

  

Libby 

 

Submitted 

by Becky 

Williams  
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DIRECTOR REPORT 

When I was at school, writing reports and essays was never one of my strongest points, something that was to be 
avoided if at all possible. 
Now, as a new director of the C.D.C.A., I am told it is a requirement of the position; my only hope is that we have 
my reports edited for spelling and grammar prior to publishing. 
On the weekend of August the 8th, Janice and I made the trip “down east” as we say out here on the prairies. We 
stayed in a nice B&B which was within walking distance to parliament hill. It was also the 21st anniversary of when 
our family came to Canada from England, so we felt duty bound to spend at least some time in Ottawa.  
Janice reminded me that in all the years we have been married, whenever we go on a road trip together there is 
always something farm or farm equipment related at the end of it. 
This time was no exception, the deal was Dexter AGM on the Saturday, and she chooses the entertainment for Sun-
day.   
We set off from downtown Ottawa early Saturday morning heading for Chesterville, the nice lady in the hire (rental) 
car’s satellite navigation system told us when to turn left or right, the navigation system was a real marriage saver, 
Janice and I didn’t argue once. 
We arrived at Ian’s place, not really knowing anybody apart from Adrian and Rita, who I think was surprised to see 
us. Adrian was already in full swing and kept the meeting going and going and going; his enthusiasm for the Dexter 
cause is amazing. 
By the conclusion of the meeting in mid afternoon we said our good byes and went touring the area with new ac-
quaintances, Denise and Mark, whom we met during the meeting. 
“Follow Me,” said Mark and off we sped, the local scenery flashed by quickly. By keeping up with him, we ended up 
in Merrickville. 
Over a late lunch we continued our conversations on many hobby farm topics. I only hope that we can meet up with 
them again sometime. 
I know we live in a very big country and the cost of travel is prohibitive, but I can genuinely say that if you attend the 
AGMs you would come away from the meeting with new friends and new ideas. So please start saving your air miles 
and be ready for the next one.  
So now a quick thank you to all who voted for Mike and me, I guess now it is up to us to encourage the ones that 
didn’t. 
We have had one teleconference since the A.G.M.  And it was quite clear to me that we really do need to find a way 
to inject some member enthusiasm into the C.D.C.A. 
Take some time when surfing the net and look at the 
web pages of Dexter UK, Australian Dexter and oth-
ers. 
We will make changes but we need your input, it is 
your association. The committee needs feedback in 
order to implement change.  
It is early days yet for me acting as a director and 
committee member so I hope my reports will be 
more interesting in the future and I will not be delin-
quent in my duties 
And finally I may now be a Canadian citizen but my 
sense of humor is definitely English  
So I had better watch what I write about, good job 
we have an editor eh!! 

Nick Woodhouse 

Photo submitted by Nick Woodhouse.  
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Ribble Eden Dexters 
“Home of the homestead cows” 

Nick & Janice Woodhouse 

Dalmeny, Saskatchewan. 
S0K 1E0 

Tel: 306 254 2156 

Email: nwoodhouse@sasktel.net 

 

Welcome fellow Dexter enthusiasts to our breeder profile. 

We are Nick and Janice Woodhouse, Our forty acre hobby farm is situated north west of Saskatoon 
Saskatchewan near the town of Dalmeny. 

We came to Canada twenty one years ago from England and named our farm Ribble Eden, after the 

rivers Ribble in Lancashire, and the Eden in Cumbria, I am from the county of Lancashire and Janice 

from Cumbria.  

It was my profession as an agricultural ventilation specialist that in 1993 gave me the chance to visit 

Canada, at which time I met up with a fellow Englishman who had built up a dairy farm near Saska-
toon, he was a good ambassador for the province. Six months later, Janice, two small children, a few 

possessions and I were in Canada. 

After a brief stay in Lacombe Alberta we purchased our farm in Dalmeny. 

The property needed re-fencing, and old buildings demolished, that is still a job in progress and I am 

constantly being reminded by Janice that I cannot give up my day job. 
Now that we had the land we had to find something to do with it. Making hay was our first plan, and 

kept a flock of sheep to clean up the fields afterwards. That plan was good until we had a few years of 

drought and had to buy hay from the auction mart at $12.00 a bale, to feed sheep that you could not 

give away. 

Next plan, we fast forward to November 2006, with all the pastures re-seeded, and more grass than we 

had stock to feed it to we bought our first four bred Dexter heifers. 
Dexter’s were often found on the small farms in the UK, dual purpose, pleasant natured and a remind-

er of home, so they were the obvious choice for us.  

We waited in anticipation for the due calving date to arrive, we disappointedly only had one of the heif-

ers calve. That made up my mind to purchase our own bull, enter Black Gold Halcyon Fritz, from 

John and Brenda Pollard of Edam, Sask. 

In 2012 we purchased six more heifers from Alberta; by going out of province for the heifers we felt that we could 
introduce some new genetics into Saskatchewan. 
All our stock which now number twenty animals is horned with a mix of black and dun colours. We had nine cows 

bred to calve in May 2014, and Fritz has now been retired as we have kept his daughters from that year as replace-
ments. 
In previous years we have sold all our heifers in the Saskatoon area to acreage owners as companion animals, the 
steers we finish ready for butchering. 
So far we have never had to intervene at calving time or administer any drugs to any of our animals. Fresh grass in 
summer, hay in winter, and clean Saskatchewan air is all that is required by these hardy animals. Good Breed, 

Good feed, and Good Environment, all go together to make excellent Dexter beef. 
I once saw a sign in a local butcher shop “Cheap meat is not good & good meat is not cheap”. Unfortunately, I do 
not think there are enough people out there who realize this. 

It is up to us as Dexter enthusiasts to educate them. That could be a topic for future discussion. 
As I finally finish this breeder profile it is now September 2015, we have had an extremely dry year resulting in no 

hay production for us and we are now faced with having to 
buy in our winter feed. 
We did manage to plant a few acres of oats that was baled as 
green feed so that will help out. 

What does the future hold for Ribble Eden Dexter’s? 
Our new bull arrived on the farm in June, so we are 

set for another breeding season. 
Beef prices are on the rise and consumers are more interest-
ed in where their food comes from, Dexter’s fit right in to the 

’slow grown, grass fed beef” niche market. 
Dexters will always have a home with the “Woodhouse’s and 
we will continue to make hay while the sun shines. 

Nick & Janice 
 
 

BREEDER REPORT 
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The CFIA has confirmed three cases of a North American endemic strain of Bluetongue in 
cattle within the same herd in southwestern Ontario. On august 7, 2015, samples that had 
been collected by a CFIA inspector from and animal in the establishment in Ontario as part 
of the ongoing national Bovine Serological Surveillance resulted in a positive for Blue-
tongue. The positive animal didn't show clinical signs of the disease prior to slaughter. On 
September 2, 2015, further test results from two herd mates, that have never left the herd 
of origin, indicate that bluetongue serotype 13 was present and transmission between ani-
mals have occurred in Ontario.  
Bluetongue is spread by insects, particularly  biting midges of the Culicoides species. Cer-
tain serotypes if this disease are known to be endemic in the US. Canada has been consid-
ered to be free of Bluetongue, except in the Okanagan Valley in B.C.   
This is the first case of bluetongue in Canada outside of the Okanagan Valley in British Co-
lumbia. There are NO FOOD SAFETY CONCERNS RELATED TO THIS DISEASE FINDING.  
Due to being unable to claim freedom from bluetongue, the CFIA has suspended several 
certificates for live ruminants and ruminant sperm and embryos, and certain animal  prod-
ucts due to certain requirements. Since this is a reportable disease, the World Organisation 
for Animal Health was informed on September 3, 2015. 
For more information on bluetongue virus visit the CFIA website:  
Www/inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/diseases/reportable/bluetongue/
factsheet/eng/1306116803992/1306121522520  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Photos courtesy Adrian & Rita Hykaway 
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FROM THE EDITOR 
I must apologize for the tardiness of 
this newsletter. With school starting 
and having to get into a routine 
again, I have found it difficult to get 
at things that need to be done and 
the newsletter was one of them. 
Haying is done, the cows need to be 
moved home  and the shop is finally 
completed.  
Things are starting to come together 
and I think I am getting my ducks in a 
row, FINALLY. The fall work is getting 
done and there is still an awful lot 
that needs to be done and my list 
seems to be growing instead of 
getting smaller.  
We have learned that we are going 
to be grandparents again in Febru-
ary. We are quite excited and are 
looking forward to grandbaby num-
ber 8.  
As always, PLEASE, PLEASE feel free 
to send in breeder profiles, pictures, 
and anything that you may think the 
rest of the association may be inter-
ested in. I am always looking for ide-
as as to what you, the membership, 
are wanting to know about. 
The last newsletter was sort of an 
experiment. I sent hardcopy to those 
who hadn't asked for email, and 
emailed as well. This resulted in 15 
responses from members that had 
hardcopy and email with the longest 
snail mail taking 8 days to Norwood 
Ontario. This also increased our 
email list by 7 so now the total 
emailed are 22 with the remainder 
being snail mail.   
That is it from me this issue. Here is 
hoping that harvest has wrapped up 
for everyone by the time you get 
this, and all the winter feed is up and 
hauled in. Until next time, take care. 

Brenda Pollard 

Directors’ Roles and  
Responsibilities 

 
All board members should: 

 Be familiar with the Canadian Dexter 
Cattle Association Constitution. 

 Uphold the interests of  the CDCA 
and its membership. 

 Act in good faith and in the best in-
terests of  the CDCA by avoiding 
conflict of  interest situations. 

 Be prepared for and actively partici-
pate in meetings.  Develop a working 
knowledge of  meeting procedures. 

 Maintain confidentiality of  board 
business. 

 Speak positively of  the CDCA to the 
public. 

 Deal with the public and each other 
in a fair, ethical and straight- forward 
manner. 

 Educate and inform new Dexter 
owners and the public about the 
Dexter breed and the CDCA. 

Give me a kiss, you know you want to!  

Photo courtesy of Nick & Janice Woodhouse 



September  2015 

“C” is the tattoo letter for 2015 

SIZE   MEMBER NON-MEMBER 
1/8 page           7.35   14.70 
1/4 page          13.65   27.30 
1/2 page          26.25   52.50 
Full page          47.25   94.50 
Business card 1 issue      7.35   14.70 
Business card 4 issues    26.25   52.50  

Prices include GST 
All ads are printed at the discretion of the CDCA Board of Directors 

All advertising must be PAID IN ADVANCE 

Apron: white, with eight inch screened logo on bib …..$20 

Shopping bag, red with Dexter logo …….…………..…..$5 

Fridge magnet. (ask about bulk pricing)………………..$2 

Hats: Ball—cotton, black or dun with Dexter logo……$20 

Book (Dexter Cattle: A Breeder’s Notebook)………….$32 

Shipping included in price, but price may vary. Please make cheque pay-

ables to Canadian Dexter Cattle Association.  

T-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies available. 

Please ask for sizes that are available. 

To place order, please contact 

Cathy Heinzelman 

4138 Brotherhood Rd 

Quesnel BC V2J 6P4 

205-747-3864 

Please have articles to Rita Hykaway by: 

February 25    August 25 

May 25    November 25 

This will help with how swiftly you will receive your 

copy. Thank you! 



September  2015 

GENERAL - The Dexter is a dual purpose 

animal with both beef and dairy qualities. 

In judging, both of these qualities are es-

sential. 

COLOUR - Whole black, red and dun. All 

colours are of equal merit. A small amount 

of white is allowed but only on the under-

line, udder area, organs of generation and 

the tassel of the tail. White forward of the 

navel should be strongly discouraged.  

HEAD – Broad between the eyes tapering 

gracefully toward a broad muzzle. Strong 

jaws with an even bite. Eyes bright and 

prominent. Nostrils should be wide and 

distended. Size of the head in proportion 

to the body.  

NECK - blending well into the shoulders, 

thick but not too short. Head should be 

carried well above the spine. 

HORNS - Dexters may be horned or polled. 

When not disbudded, dehorned or polled 

the horns should be moderately thick with 

an inward¸ slightly upward curve. Bulls 

should not have as much of an upward 

curve as the cow. The removal of the 

horns should not be penalized in the show 

ring.  

BODY – Breast prominent, chest floor wide, 

well sprung ribs, wide across loin, quar-

ters thick and deep, broad hips, well 

rounded fleshy rump. Straight level top-

line with the tail set level with the spine. 

When viewed from the rear, tail should 

run straight from the spine. Straight level 

underline. Good width between the front 

and back legs. Legs should be moderate 

length in proportion to body size, squarely 

placed under the body, wide apart and 

perpendicular when views from the rear. 

Feet should have short toes, be deep 

heeled, and level soled. The length of the 

back from shoulder to tail set should be 

the same or greater than the height of the 

animal at the shoulder.  

Cows – Udder should be well attached, 

high and wide rear attachment, car-

ried well forward. Teats of medium 

size, well placed in the udder, hang 

plumb and are of equal size. Strong 

medial suspensory ligament.  

Bulls – well hung testicles of even size, 

scrotum long and well away from the 

body. 

SKIN – loose and pliable, hair short and sleek 

in summer, longer and thicker in winter.  

WEIGHT AND SIZE - as dual purpose ani-

mals, Dexters should not be overly short 

and leggy. Overly short animals cause 

milking problems and possible mating 

problems. Leggy animals lose the beefy 

qualities. Both extremes should be strong-

ly discouraged.  

Cows – at four years old, cows should not 

exceed 850 pounds. Height should be 

between 36 and 44 inches at the hip. 

Bulls – at four years old, bulls should not 

exceed 1100 pounds. Height should be 

between 38 and 46 inches at the hip. 

Overly large and tall animals or ex-

tremely small, short animals are to be 

strongly discourages as suitable 

breeding stock. Dexters in Canada are 

eligible for registration in accordance 

with the rules set out in the Canadian 

Dexter Cattle Association Constitu-

tion.  

NOTE: Guidelines are for breeding, se-

lecting and judging purposes.  

 



Canadian Livestock Records Corporation 

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSICIATION 
FEE SCHEDULE 

Effective January 1, 2012 
ADD 13% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NB, ON AND NL 

ADD 12% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF BC 
ADD 15%HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NS 

ADD 5% GST TO ALL FEED FOR RESIDENTS OF ALL OTHER PROVINCES 
MEMBERSHIP 

Annual membership ……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………….$50 
Annual membership for a new member or a member rejoining after a lapse of three years or more………$25 
Junior membership………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………......……   $5 
Associate membership (non-resident) …………………………………………………………………………….………………………$50 
Registration of animals:  N.B. All male calves must be DNA typed in order to be registered. 
Males and females up to 24 months of age …………………………………………………….….………………………………..…$30 
Males and females 24 months and over ………………………………………………………..…………………………………....…$40 
Registration of CDN born animals previously registered in a recognized foreign association (including all 
transfers).……………………..…………………………………………………….….……………………………………………………………...$25 
Registration of a CDN born animal previously registered in a recognized foreign association (10 or more in 
the same submission) (including all transfers) ………………………………………………………………...........................$15 
Registration of an imported animal…………………………………………………………..…..………………………………………...$50 
Registration or transfer of an embryo…………………………………………………………..………………………………………….$15 
Change of name of recorded animal ………………………………………………………………....…………………………………...$30 
Registration of a herd name (prefix)………………………………………………………………..……………………………………...$20 
Registration of tattoo letters……………………………...…………………..………………..………..…………………………………..$20 
Transfer of a herd name……………………………...…………………..……………………………………………………………………..$25 
Registration of lease………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$30 
Transfer of tattoo letters ………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………..$25 
Transfer of ownership (live animals)………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$25 
Transfer of ownership of 5 to 10 animals form same seller to same buyer in same submission……….……..$20 
Transfer of ownership of 11 animals of more from the same seller to same buyer in same submission 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...$17.50 
Each transfer of lease or ownership to windup an estate or where a parent takes a son or daughter into 
partnership, or where a son or daughter enters into partnership with a parent to one of his or her children, 
or forms an incorporated company within an immediate family, or where a partnership is dissolved and a 
transfer made of the partnership animals to one of more continuing partners, provided there is no financial 
consideration involved…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...….$12.50 
Replacement of lost or unobtainable certificates…………………………………………………………………………………….$20 
New certificates……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...$20 
Reject fee ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….$15 
Rush fee (except for export)…………………………………………………………………...……………………………………………...$15 
NON MEMBERS 

Fees are double that of members’ fees for all transactions 
Subscription to newsletter only ………………………………………………………………………....................................$15 

IF AN ANIMAL IS SOLD BEFORE BEING REGISTERED, THE REGISTRATION AND EACH  
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP IS CHARGED FOR AT THE REGULAR RATE. 

 
Fees are to be paid by VISA, Master Card, or by cheque or money order payable to:  

CANADIAN LIVESTOCK RECORDS CORPORATION, 2417 HOLLY LANE, OTTAWA, ON  K1V 0M7 
Telephone: (877)883-7110 or (613) 731-7110 Fax (613)731-0704 

E-mail: clrc@clrc.ca Internet www.clrc.ca 
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