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FROM THE PRESIDENT                 Adrian Hykaway 

Microsatellite verses SNP DNA Testing 

 The CDCA board at the Feb 2015 board meeting has approved to accept parentage 
SNP (Single-nucleotide Polymorphism) DNA testing results done by Delta Genomics. 
This will be a cost savings to the CDCA membership, but certain steps will have to be 
followed in order to make the switch. Microsatellite DNA testing is more expensive 
and will soon become obsolete, as it cannot collect as much data as SNP. If in the 
near future the CDCA members want to take part in projects such as feed efficiency, 
meat tenderness, etc. more DNA data can easily be obtained from the initial hair 
samples using the SNP method that is located in one lab. 

Since CLRC is the agency that collects and stores the DNA parentage information 
provided by the lab, (mainly GenServe) pays the lab fees, and bills the CDCA mem-
bership for the DNA work, CLRC is in the process of instructing GenServe to release 
the hair samples and to send them to Delta Genomics for SNP DNA testing upon the 
owner’s request. CLRC has acknowledged the value of SNP over Microsatellite DNA 
testing so it is working out an information transfer system, cost fees, and an applica-
tion for testing form with Delta Genomics. This method will not only apply to CDCA 
as CLRC will encourage all other breed associations that are affiliated with CLRC to 
make the transition to SNP DNA testing. There are other breed associations that 
have already made the same request as CDCA. It will take some time to develop the 
system between CLRC and Delta Genomics; once everything is in place and working, 
the breed associations will be notified, Jim Washer, CLRC GM, said everything 
should be in place before the CLRC AGM on Sat., April 11, and he will be giving a 
report then as well. 

When the CDCA has all the required information it will be posted on the CDCA web-
site, and members that don’t have Internet, can contact me, or the CLRC near the 
end of March. But at present these are a few of the steps that will be required to 
transition from Microsatellite to SNP DNA parentage testing just to give you an idea.   

1) If your herd sire is still alive and you want parentage verify his offspring as re-
quired for registration. You will have to take a hair sample of both the sire and the 
bull calf you want tested and send the samples to: Delta Genomics Centre. 

                                                            Suite 4244 Tec Centre 

                                                            10230 Jasper Ave 

                                                            Edmonton, Alberta 

                                                            T5J 4P6 

2) If your herd sire is no longer alive contact the lab (probably GenServe in Saska-
toon) that has your bull’s hair sample, there will be a GenServe retrieval cost of 
$10.00 and have them send the sample to Delta Genomics. Follow the step in #1 
and collect a hair sample of the offspring. 

The reason it would be best when switching to SNP DNA testing is to have Delta Ge-
nomics be the lab of choice is that this lab has state of the art equipment with highly 
trained staff to operate the equipment and all the hair samples would be in one 
place for future data collection if owners of the hair samples want to have more ex-
tensive information gathered. There are breed associations not affiliated with CLRC 
that have already gone ahead and are having the parentage verified using Delta Ge-
nomics for the SNP DNA testing system for both sire and dam. 

Adrian Hykaway 

 

mailto:hillside@mcsnet.ca
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mailto:bgm@sasktel.net
mailto:Hykyway@clearwave.ca
mailto:Hykyway@clearwave.ca
mailto:mccradym@limestone.on.ca


CDCA Newsletter  MARCH  2015 

3 

FROM DIRECTOR    Becky Williams 

In my last editorial, we were just getting into winter here in 

Eastern Ontario.  Water was still flowing in the barn, hays 

stores were plentiful and we were growing in excitement 

about the season change from fall to winter.  Little did we 

know at the time that winter would flex her muscles with 

extreme cold and snow almost daily throughout January 

and February.  Now I am not one to complain too much, 

because as farmers, the weather is one of the factors that 

keeps life interesting, but February was a very cold month 

and I am very much looking forward to spring and some 

nice single digit minuses.  Water in the barn froze up in 

mid- February, and my husband says, “ it won’t thaw until 

July.”  Secretly, we both hope July comes early with the 

warm sunny days that March often brings.  In my, unoffi-

cial winter watering survey, I had a response come from 

our friend , Jim Woehl, the Amercian Dexter Association 

President, and he described his underground watering 

system he uses for his cattle.  Certainly, the ground 

source heating systems seem to be among the most relia-

ble.   We would still love to hear of any ideas or systems 

that you use on your farm, as Mark and I wait for July to 

come early!    In my next unofficial survey, I would love to 

hear about any crop rotation practices that members are 

currently using.  How many days pasture?  What pasture 

forage blends?  What type of fencing?  How many pad-

docks for your herd?  Please send any responses to my 

email below.  We are moving very quickly toward calving 

season here, and we are anxiously awaiting the arrival 

of our first batch of calves from SMD Johnny 

Paycheck.  We will post some pictures of our new 

arrivals in the next newsletter.  Don’t forget to check 

out association website, www.dextercattle.ca for in-

formation needs on A.I. and halter making.  Also, if 

you are looking to purchase or sell any stock in the 

upcoming months the Marketplace link on the web-

site is a great spot to see some high quality animals 

from association members.  Please send your infor-

mation to me at beckywilliams@kos.net. Good luck 

in your spring calving and cheers to an early July! 

Becky Willliams 

Greetings from the North Cariboo! We've been having such 
mild weather this winter, it's dismaying to watch the reports 
of severe temperatures and tons of snow from the eastern 
end of the country. We know we will have a touch of colder 
weather yet, but with balmy above 0C temperatures and the 
road bans starting, it does seem easy to believe Spring is 
right around the corner. 
We should start calving in mid- March, and look forward to a 
healthy doubling of the herd. We enjoyed last year's crop; all 
5 heifers were dun, the lone bull calf black. We'll see what 
happens this year! 
I do not have much to report for Promotional Items; I en-
courage owners of Dexters to purchase some of the items, 
we have small fridge magnets with our beautiful CDCA logo 
on it  to hand out  to interested people or buyers, and for 
newly interested owners a lovely book with lots of practical 
information about the breed. Please check out the photos 
on our website. 
Our President likes to sell his beef packed into the nice red 
bag and uses one for shopping in his local community. My 

husband wears his Dexter hat whenever he attends 
meetings, and I will be having to replace it soon as it is 
starting to wear out after eight years.  
Part of promoting and marketing our animals is finding a site 
to advertise that  is cost-effective and gets results; I can rec-
ommend the Dexter Association website. The western end 
of Canada seems to also use Kijiji, Craig's List and local Face-
book buy& sell sites, Alberta has 'Ropin' the Web', and it 
would be interesting to hear of other sites that folks use to 
connect with potential new owners or beef purchasers. 
Plans for the year's AGM are in the works, and we look for-
ward to meeting old friends and new when we attend these 
important meetings. I try to have a good sampling of promo-
tional merchandise available at that time. 
Happy Spring, the days are getting longer! 
respectfully submitted 

                                      Catherine Heinzelman 

FROM DIRECTOR    Cathy Heinzelman 

http://www.dextercattle.ca
mailto:beckywilliams@kos.net
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Well, here we are at the beginning of 
March. It came in like a lamb and we 
are hoping that the mild weather con-
tinues. We have had up and down tem-
peratures throughout the winter and it 
has been hard on the cattle, not to 
mention us.   
I have found a page on Facebook that 
helps farmers sell their produce and 
value added products.  Saskatchewan 
Farm Fresh Food helped me sell all of 
my critters that were ready for slaugh-
ter. The last of them went in for 
slaughter  in February.   
 I have also advertised our heifers on 
another Facebook page, Saskatchewan 
Small Farms Buy/Sell/Trade/or Rent. I 
have had some hits but so far only one 
that is coming to view. As I stated in 
the last newsletter, I was attempting 
to get a video together to put onto 
YouTube. It has been completed and 
posted.  I am not sure that is it good 
enough, but I think it isn't too bad for 
my first attempt.  
We have had the misfortune of having 
the odd loss within the yearlings. In 
January we had some temperatures as 
high as +7°C causing melting to the 
point that it caused the  feed pack 
where the yearlings were, to form a 

downhill slope. One of the steers got 
himself onto his back where he could-
n't roll right over and couldn't get him-
self upright again.  It was disap-
pointing and  each time we went out 
to do chores we paid particular atten-
tion to the claves. Then February hit 
and the temperatures plummeted 
from  –20°C to –35°C for most of the 
month. So far we have had rain in 
each month of the winter. However 
the temperatures have been warm 
enough at the time of the rain that the 
ice was not an issue for very long.  
We are now starting to watch the la-
dies as calving season is upon us. We 
have to dig out the door to the calving 
barn and then we are ready. There will 
be two first timers and only one having 
her second calf this year. Our total 
should be 14 babies on the ground, 
but we have noticed that the older the 
cow, the more likely she will skip a 
year having a calf. With our oldest be-
ing 18 this year and she has only 
missed calving 2 years. Her history is 
as follows: Black Gold Den’s Anja was 
born March 28, 1997. She calved as a 
yearling on May 21, 1998. We held her 
back from the bull so that she would 
have her second calf the year that she 

was suppose to have her second calf. 
Since then she has calved each year 
with the exception of 2012. Of the 15 
calves that she has delivered, 10 of 
them have been heifers. She has raised 
14 of those calves. In 2013 we had a 
huge storm the end of March and her  
calf, a heifer, died. It had been on the 
smaller side and just couldn't compete 
with the wind and snow.  Time will tell 
if there will be a calf from her this 
spring. Anja is one of the two that we 
have left from our old cow that started 
our herd, Timberstan Ballena, the sec-
ond being Tina.  
The board is now looking for a volun-
teer to host and organize the next An-
nual General Meeting. As the constitu-
tion states, Allyn and I will have com-
pleted two terms and are now due to 
step down. Please consider stepping 
up to take our place.  
Until next time, happy calving season.  

Brenda Pollard 

FROM DIRECTOR:  Brenda Pollard 

BY-LAW AMENDMENT APPROVED 

CCIA TAGS NO LONGER REQUIRED FOR REGISTRATION 

Approval has recently been received from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada for the amendment to the by-laws of the 
Canadian Dexter Cattle Association that was passed by the members in the mail vote that followed the 2014 Annual Gen-
eral Meeting in Saskatchewan. Approval of the by-law amendment means that it will no longer be required that calves be 
tagged with Canadian Cattle Identification Agency (CCIA) tags, and that those numbers be reported, in order to register 
Dexter calves. The tattoo, or the metal ear tag stamped with herd letters, number and year letter, will now be the only 
identification required to register Dexter calves. CCIA tag numbers may still be reported on the registration application if 
the calf has been tagged at that time, and will appear on the registration certificate, but it is definitely now optional.    

 

You are still required by law to tag animals moving from the farm of origin, and tag numbers can be reported to Canadian 
Livestock Records Corporation when applying for transfer of ownership.    

 

Ron Black, CDCA Secretary 

FROM THE SECRETARY  Ron Black 
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PROVINCE REGISTRATIONS TRANSFERS STANDARD MEMBERS JUNIOR MEMBERS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

B.C. 7 11 17 0 0 

Alberta 31 30 17 2 0 

Saskatchewan 5 10 14 0 0 

Manitoba 1 2 7 1 0 

Ontario 28 42 36 0 0 

Quebec 5 8 6 0 0 

New Brunswick 0 0 2 0 0 

Nova Scotia 0 0 5 0 0 

United States 8 1 0 0 2 

TOTALS 85 104 102 3 2 

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION 
STATISTICS FOR 2014 

       Who registered the most Dexters in 2014? 

 

 Breeder    Number Registered 

 1  Dreamach Acres, ON    8 

            2T Adrian & Rita Hykaway, AB   6 

    2T Shannon Burnard & Neal Wilson, AB                 6 

    2T Cathy Heinzelman, BC               6    

    5T  W.C. & D.J. Kadatz, AB               5 

    5T Allyn & Rita Nelson, AB                            5 

    5T Mark McCrady & Becky Williams, ON               5 

    5T Gabriella Nanci, US                                               5 

  - Compiled by Ron Black from data from  Canadian Livestock Records 
Corporation 
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4-H REPORT                Dylan Schmidt 
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4-H REPORT                 Korson Schmidt 
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4-H  PHOTOS              Korson & Dylan Schmidt 
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Cheap Back Scratcher 
 

  Here is a back scratcher I made from recycled material.  I go to the local recycling station to mostly check out used material that 
may useful around the farm, Rita calls it junk I call it used inventory. So there were two street sweeper brush roller there. I didn’t 
them give much thought at first and was just looking around for angle iron, pipe, steel rods, etc. As I walked past the rollers again 
the thought came to mind, back scratchers. In the picture you can’t really see the base, but it started out as a straight 20’ foot 
piece of pipe that got accidently bent when I was pushing snow last winter, I knew it was there but didn’t remember the exact loca-
tion. So I took and wedged it in the bucket of the backhoe and bent it further with the tractor, I have a pipe bender but that would 
have been to hard to get it out of its storage place. A few more pieces of pipe, some welding, and a couple of home made clamps 
and there was a back scratcher for my bulls. I couldn’t get the bulls to pose by it when the sun was shining, I guess great photog-
raphy is in the timing and it seems I won’t ever be a great photographer. I plan to add the other smaller brush in the upright posi-
tion at the low end of the angled brush so the cattle can scratch up and down. There was no real big expense, just some recycled 
material a few welding rods and some time. The saving is about $400 plus dollars. The real feather in the hat was I read an article 
later in the Country Guide about a guy in the USA that goes around collecting these brushes and other material and has set up a 
store to resell these items to farmers and ranchers. 

 

Adrian Hykaway 

FROM THE RECYCLE BIN 
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SIZE    MEMBER  NON-MEMBER 

1/8 page     7.35    14.70 

1/4 page   13.65    27.30 

1/2 page   26.25    52.50 

Full page   47.25    94.50 

Business card 1 issue      7.35    14.70 

Business card 4 issues  26.25    52.50  

Prices include GST 

All ads are printed at the discretion of the CDCA Board of Directors 

All advertising must be PAID IN ADVANCE 

Apron: white, with eight inch screened logo on bib …………..$20 

Bag: Unbleached cotton, Dexter patch ………………………………$10 

BBQ Set: 12 piece stainless , plastic case ……………………………$32 

Hats: Ball—cotton, black or dun with Dexter logo ………………$20 

Knife: Wood inlay handle, 2 3/4 inch blade, 

 in pouch, logo …………………………………………………………………..$15 

Shipping included in price, but price may vary. Please make cheque paya-

bles to Canadian Dexter Cattle Association.  

T-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies available. 

Please ask for sizes that are available. 

To place order, please contact 

Cathy Heinzelman 

4138 Brotherhood Rd 

Quesnel BC V2J 6P4 

205-747-3864 

nstar@goldcity.net 

Please have articles to Rita Hykaway by: 

February 25   August 25 

May 25    November 25 

This will help with how swiftly you will receive your 

copy. Thank you! 

EDITOR’S MESSAGE 

Thanks to those who receive 
their newsletters by email. This 
helps keep our expenses down, 
however, there aren't many who 
have chosen this option. If you 
receive by email, you get the 
photos in colour. You also receive 
it quicker than by snail mail. I do 
understand that there are some 
members who don’t have access 
to the internet and will continue 
as we have. I am putting out a 
plea for more to agree to let me 
send the newsletter  by email. 
For the last newsletter there 
were 93 mailed out by snail mail, 
and 17 by email within Canada.   
 

Brenda 
Photo courtesy of Adrian Hykaway 
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GENERAL - The Dexter is a dual purpose animal with both beef 

and dairy qualities. In judging, both of these qualities are 

essential. 

COLOUR - Whole black, red and dun. All colours are of equal 

merit. A small amount of white is allowed but only on the 

underline, udder area, organs of generation and the tassel 

of the tail. White forward of the navel should be strongly 

discouraged.  

HEAD – Broad between the eyes tapering gracefully toward a 

broad muzzle. Strong jaws with an even bite. Eyes bright 

and prominent. Nostrils should be wide and distended. 

Size of the head in proportion to the body.  

NECK - blending well into the shoulders, thick but not too 

short. Head should be carried well above the spine. 

HORNS - Dexters may be horned or polled. When not disbud-

ded, dehorned or polled the horns should be moderately 

thick with an inward¸ slightly upward curve. Bulls should 

not have as much of an upward curve as the cow. The re-

moval of the horns should not be penalized in the show 

ring.  

BODY – Breast prominent, chest floor wide, well sprung ribs, 

wide across loin, quarters thick and deep, broad hips, well 

rounded fleshy rump. Straight level topline with the tail set 

level with the spine. When viewed from the rear, tail 

should run straight from the spine. Straight level under-

line. Good width between the front and back legs. Legs 

should be moderate length in proportion to body size, 

squarely placed under the body, wide apart and perpendic-

ular when views from the rear. Feet should have short 

toes, be deep heeled, and level soled. The length of the 

back from shoulder to tail set should be the same or great-

er than the height of the animal at the shoulder.  

Cows – Udder should be well attached, high and wide rear 

attachment, carried well forward. Teats of medium 

size, well placed in the udder, hang plumb and are of 

equal size. Strong medial suspensory ligament.  

Bulls – well hung testicles of even size, scrotum long and 

well away from the body. 

SKIN – loose and pliable, hair short and sleek in summer, long-

er and thicker in winter.  

WEIGHT AND SIZE - as dual purpose animals, Dexters should 

not be overly short and leggy. Overly short animals cause 

milking problems and possible mating problems. Leggy 

animals lose the beefy qualities. Both extremes should be 

strongly discouraged.  

Cows – at four years old, cows should not exceed 850 

pounds. Height should be between 36 and 44 inches at 

the hip. 

Bulls – at four years old, bulls should not exceed 1100 

pounds. Height should be between 38 and 46 inches at 

the hip. Overly large and tall animals or extremely 

small, short animals are to be strongly discourages as 

suitable breeding stock. Dexters in Canada are eligible 

for registration in accordance with the rules set out in 

the Canadian Dexter Cattle Association Constitution.  

NOTE: Guidelines are for breeding, selecting and judging 

purposes.  

“C”  

Is the tattoo 

letter 

For 2015 

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION 
Directors’ Roles and Responsibilities 

All board members should: 
1) Be familiar with the Canadian Dexter Cattle Association Constitution. 
2) Uphold the interests of the CDCA and its membership. 
3) Act in good faith and in the best interests of the CDCA by avoiding conflict 
of interest situations. 
4) Be prepared for and actively participate in meetings.  Develop a working 
knowledge of meeting procedures. 
5) Maintain confidentiality of board business. 
6) Speak positively of the CDCA to the public. 
7) Deal with the public and each other in a fair, ethical and straight- forward 
manner. 
8) Educate and inform new Dexter owners and the public about the Dexter 
breed and the CDCA. 
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Canadian Livestock Records Corporation 

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSICIATION 
FEE SCHEDULE 

Effective January 1, 2012 
ADD 13% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NB, ON AND NL 

ADD 12% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF BC 
ADD 15%HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NS 

ADD 5% GST TO ALL FEED FOR RESIDENTS OF ALL OTHER PROVINCES 
MEMBERSHIP 
Annual membership ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….$50 
Annual membership for a new member or a member rejoining after a lapse of three years or more……………………..$25 
Junior membership……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……$5 
Associate membership (non-resident) …………………………………………………………………………………….………………..……………$50 
Registration of animals:  N.B. All male calves must be DNA typed in order to be registered. 
Males and females up to 24 months of age ………………………………………………………………………………………………….……..…$30 
Males and females 24 months and over ………………………………………………………………………………………………..….………..…$40 
Registration of CDN born animals previously registered in a recognized foreign association (including all transfers).
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….…………………..$25 
Registration of a CDN born animal previously registered in a recognized foreign association (10 or more in the same 
submission) (including all transfers) ………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………….....$15 
Registration of an imported animal…………………………………………………………………………………………….…………..…..…………$50 
Registration or transfer of an embryo…………………………………………………………..…………………………..…………………...……..$15 
Change of name of recorded animal …………………………………………………………………………….………….………………….….…….$30 
Registration of a herd name (prefix)………………………………………………………………..……………………..……………………………..$20 
Registration of tattoo letters……………………………………………………….…………………….…………………..………………..………..…..$20 
Transfer of a herd name………………………………………………………………………………….…………………..…………………………………$25 
Registration of lease……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….$30 
Transfer of tattoo letters ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$25 
Transfer of ownership (live animals)……………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………..$25 
Transfer of ownership of 5 to 10 animals form same seller to same buyer in same submission……….………………….….$20 
Transfer of ownership of 11 animals of more from the same seller to same buyer in same submission ……………$17.50 
Each transfer of lease or ownership to windup an estate or where a parent takes a son or daughter into partnership, 
or where a son or daughter enters into partnership with a parent to one of his or her children, or forms an incorpo-
rated company within an immediate family, or where a partnership is dissolved and a transfer made of the partner-
ship animals to one of more continuing partners, provided there is no financial consideration involved…………$12.50 
Replacement of lost or unobtainable certificates……………………………………………………………………………………………………$20 
New certificates…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…$20 
Reject fee …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…$15 
Rush fee (except for export)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………$15 
NON MEMBERS 
Fees are double that of members’ fees for all transactions 
Subscription to newsletter only ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..........$15 

IF AN ANIMAL IS SOLD BEFORE BEING REGISTERED, THE REGISTRATION AND EACH  
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP IS CHARGED FOR AT THE REGULAR RATE. 

Fees are to be paid by VISA, Master Card, or by cheque or money order payable to:  
CANADIAN LIVESTOCK RECORDS CORPORATION, 2417 HOLLY LANE, OTTAWA, ON  K1V 0M7 

Telephone: (877)883-7110 or (613) 731-7110 Fax (613)731-0704 
E-mail: clrc@clrc.ca Internet www.clrc.ca 

mailto:clrc@clrc.ca
http://www.clrc.ca

