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 Spring might have sprung but with it came the 
muck.  Promises of more temperate days are whis-
pered with the increasing apricity. (Look it up - it is a 
grand word)  I look forward to the season of regrowth 
and renewal. 
I have been finding it a bit difficult to get the 4H lead-
ers to return my e-mails so am not able to give much of 
a report in that regard.  However I have had interest 
from some people who wish to buy a Dexter for their 
child’s 4H project.  Hopefully we can supply all those 
interested with a quality calf for them to raise and 
thereby garner respect for the Dexter as a beef pro-
ject.  Remember that the CDCA has some really good 

prizes for those 4-Hers who use a Dexter for their project. 
An interesting but disconcerting, situation happened at my farm a couple of days 
ago.  The cow I had separated from the other two cows for calving purposes has 
now had her calf for two weeks.  I thought she would be fine turned back with the 
other two but, no, I was sadly mistaken!  The cow with the calf found some mud 
and painted up her face but good.  Her half-sister did the same and sought out her 
half-sister and the fight was on!  Head to head, straining to push the other one, 
little regard wasted on where they were going, each intent on dominating over 
the other I couldn’t break them up.  I hadn’t seen such intensity of the challenge. 
After several minutes of this, I was able to separate the cow and her calf from the 
others again.  Any such battles in anyone else’s herds? 

Happy Spring. 

Anne Smyth 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

DIRECTOR REPORT 

Hello from Alberta! We have been enjoying some lovely weather 
here and I’m getting ready for spring animals! We should have 
calves arriving after mid April as well as red wattle piglets at the 
end of march and May. It will be an exciting spring! I am also 
looking at putting in a walipini/underground greenhouse - please 

contact me if you have done this or are researching also, I’d love to collaborate! 
Don’t forget to order your Dexter branded goods so that we can continue to bring in 
promo items. The club was in a deficit last year and we need everyone's support if 
you are able. At this time we won’t be adding any new items for sale however I will 
be keeping a list of things you - our membership is interested in for potential future 
purchases. Please show your support by registering your animals, buying member-
ships for new owners to the breed and purchasing the multi-tools, ball caps, reusable 
bags, buttons, aprons, t-shirts and sweat shirts (limited sizes). If purchasing any of 
the promotional items, please send your cheque and order to the CDCA and I will be 
notified once it arrives to ship the items to you. Don’t hesitate to contact me at al-
bertaroots@telus.net should you have any questions. Please take a moment to send 
Brenda Pollard an introduction of yourself and farm or an article for our newsletter, 
we need everyone's help to keep the content new and interesting. Thank you in ad-
vance for your support of the CDCA! 

Warmly, 

Sera Fradgley 

A little joke courtesy Nick Woodhouse:  

Why do Dexter cows have horns?..... Because their bells don’t 

work! HAHAHA 
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DEXTERS, DOGS AND OTHER CRITTERS 
One good thing about living on a small farm is that you can keep all kinds of animals for what-
ever reason or excuse, unlike the city folk with all their restrictions on keeping livestock, per-
haps if they could they would have a better understanding of what it takes to put a nice juicy 
steak on their plates. 
Would they pay more, I guess that is a million-dollar question. 
Our herd of Dexter’s always seems to get bigger despite selling a few and keeping our freezer 

full, “I must work harder to sell a few more” the wife says, and on this topic I do agree, I love the taste of Dexter beef but a 
person can only eat so much and I hate the taste of having to buy feed for the winter so we should downsize. 
Dogs are other animals that find a home with us, starts off with one then two, 
they don’t increase because of unplanned breeding as all are pets get neutered as 
soon as they are old enough. Our breed of choice is the Jack Russell terrier and 
just like our Dexter’s they are short, compact and have individual personalities, it 
doesn’t matter if they are only twenty pounds in weight they still believe they can 
round the cows up when needs must and they are agile enough to avoid all them 
hooves. 
When you have five JR’s all wanting to be cow dogs it is quite the sight, another 
member of our dog pack was Tess the Pyrenean, she sadly passed away this win-
ter, she was supposed to be the “Guardian” of the Dexter’s, only she didn’t partic-
ularly like cows and would avoid them whenever possible I often wondered if she was put in her place by a Dexter mamma 
at one time. 
Occasionally she would mingle in amongst them when we were around, I think that was just to show us she was earning her 
keep, but she was good at “woofing”, she could smell a coyote miles away, she would then find the highest point on the 
farm usually the manure pile because it is quite flat in Saskatchewan, then start the “woof, woof, woof”, didn’t matter night 
or day the “woofing “would only stop when the threat went away. 
We are sure Tess had an arrangement with the coyotes as we never had a problem at calving time but we sure did get 
through a lot of dog chow. You rarely saw Tess eating but always an empty bowl in the morning, and since Tess has gone the 
coyotes are now in the farm yard, are they looking for their share of dog chow? 
As I write this article it is now mid-February the day time temperatures are rising and the cows are starting to lose some of 

their winter hair also venturing further away from the yard. It’s still a long time before 
the grass will be green though, but we are heading in the right direction. 
This time of year, also brings out my other favorite critter the skunk, and for the peo-
ple who have never had the pleasure of the smell and the experience of cleaning your 
dog after they have been sprayed you are the lucky ones. 
Perhaps we should catch a few up and tell the city folks that they make good pets!  
Have a good spring and watch out for them critters because they will be watching you. 

Nick Woodhouse 

DIRECTORS’ REPORT 

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION STATISTICS 2016 

PROVINCE REGISTRATIONS  TRANSFERS 
STANDARD MEM-

BERS 
ASSOCIATE MEM-

BERS 
 JUNIOR MEMBERS 

B .C  15 13 20 0 0 

ALBERTA 37 29 12 0 0 

SASKATCHEWAN 28 29 17 0 0 

MANITOBA 1 2 5 0 0 

ONTARIO 41 23 33 0 5 

QUEBEC 1 0 3 0 0 

NEW BRUNSWICK 0 0 1 0 0 

NOVA SCOTIA 3 0 2 0 0 

P.E.I. 14 0 1 0 0 

NEWFOUNDLAND 0 0 1 0 0 

UNITED STATES 2 1 0 2 0 

TOTALS 142 97 95 2 5 
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DIRECTOR REPORT 

News from the Dexter Cattle Company ranch in PEI 
Grass-Fed, Grass-Finished what’s that about and what does it mean? 
 Although it may seem obvious, beef that is designated as grass-fed means that the cattle 
have exclusively been raised on a pasture-based diet where the cattle ‘graze’ and ‘browse’.  Cattle are 
predominantly grazers but are also considered ‘browsers’, which means they also feed on leaves, 
shoots, legumes, shrubs and hardier plants than grasses.  So…the term grass-fed is a bit of a misno-
mer.  This is because while pastures are indeed made up of grasses such as ryegrass or timothy, they 

also include non-grass plants such as alfalfa and clover.  Simply put, at Dexter Cattle Company grass-fed is equivalent to pasture-
raised.  In the winter months, our cattle are fed bales of organic hay (dried grass) which makes up for the lack of fresh grasses.  
The term grass-finished means we haven’t tried to squeeze in some extra poundage by feeding our cattle grains or other supple-
ments before they are processed. 
 This feeding method starkly contrasts conventional feeding techniques which feature total mixed rations (TMRs) and concen-
trates.  Corn, grain silages, soymeal, and molasses are some of the ingredients found in TMRs. 
What about nutrition? 
 Some studies have suggested that grass-fed beef appears to produce cuts that are lower in total fat than grain-finished 
beef.  Furthermore, the profiles of fatty acids and antioxidant levels within grass-fed beef when compared to grain-fed are quite 
encouraging.  Generally speaking, (there are A LOT of studies out there folks!), grass-finished beef is noted to be higher in omega-
3 fatty acids.  When livestock is switched to grains for finishing, these levels fall and essentially negates any previous grass-fed 
benefits regarding omega-3s.  One study has even pointed out that grass-finished cattle can produce a loin with approximately 1/3 
of the saturated fat than grain-feed, which made it equivalent to a skinless chicken breast! 
Here is a quick summary of health benefits of grass-finished beef according to a National Trust (UK) research project (What’s your 
Beef?): 
Fats: 
Lower in total fat 
Lower in saturated fat 
Higher in total omega-3 fatty acids 
Healthier ratio of omega-6 to omega-3 fatty acids 
Vitamins & Minerals: 
Higher in beta carotene 
Higher in Vitamins E & B [thiamin & riboflavin] 
Higher in Calcium, Potassium & Magnesium 
What about the Environment? 
The beef industry and its impact on our Environment is always a 
concern, and new research has indicated that traditional grass-
fed beef production is an exceptional solution.  Although grass-fed cattle are noted to produce more methane (or ‘toots’ if you ask 
our 3yr old Ranch assistant Beckett Power) than grain-fed cattle, feeding with a pasture-based system can actually reduce green-
house gas emissions.  This is because our fields do not need to be plowed, and therefore continue to contain carbon from being 
released from the soil and machinery.  The pastures and woodlands we raise our cattle on have significant potential to contain 
carbon within the soil, which helps to balance our carbon footprint. These areas are also meticulously monitored (so they won’t 
be over-grazed) which assures their longevity and the conservation of healthy, biodiverse and productive land. 
Is there a taste difference? 
Only one way to find out! 

Mike A. Lafortune 

Dexter Cattle Company 
Certified Organic Dexter Beef Operation 

www.dextercattlecompany.com 
References: 
Rules, D.C. et al. 2002. Comparison of muscle fatty acid profiles and cholesterol concentrations of bison, beef cattle, elk, and chick-
en. Journal of Animal Science   (80):1202-1211 
Van Elswyk, M.E., and McNeill, S.H. 2014. Impact of grass/forage feeding versus grain finishing on beef nutrients and sensory qual-
ity: The U.S. experience. Meat Science.  Vol.96(1): 535-540. 
Murphy, E. 2012. New Study Finds Grass-Fed Beef Reduces Carbon Footprint. Small Farms Program: Oregon State University. Vol. 
VII(3). http://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/sfn/su12cfootprint 
 What’s your beef? 2012. The National Trust. http://animalwelfareapproved.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/067b-Whats-your-
beef-full-report.pdf 
The world’s healthiest foods: whfoods.org 
Grass Feeding 101: http://www.whfoods.com/genpage.php?tname=george&dbid=339 
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Dexter Cattle: Behind the Breed 
Unsurprisingly, we at Dexter Cattle Company, raise Dexter Cattle.  This rare breed of bovine, often raises eyebrows and creates 
expressions of confusion in reaction to their name and size…so we figure a rundown is appropriate for the first in our series of 
Dexter articles! 
Quick Facts: 
Name: Dexter Cattle 
Nicknames: Poorman’s Cow, the Ideal Family Cow 
Origin: Ireland (oldest known record ~1879) 
Colours: Red, Dun, & Black (white markings acceptable only on udder/sheath) 
Uses: Beef, Dairy & Oxen (Tri-purpose!) 
Traits: Hardy, Docile & Small-Framed  
Size:  Cows are approximately 38-42 inches weighing in at ~750 lbs 
 Bulls are approximately 38-44 inches weighing in at ~1000 lbs 
Horns(?): Yes! Dexter cattle are naturally horned OR naturally polled.  Some owners choose to dehorn but we have a mind that if 
they’ve got it, flaunt it! 
Meat: Dexter Beef is well marbled, lean, tender & delicious.  At DCC our cattle are grass fed, certified organic and live a great life.  
Our mantra is that our cattle are healthy, happy and only have one bad day… 
Milk: Dexter Milk has smaller fat globules than other breeds of cattle.  Currently at DCC Evelyn is milking Jane early in the morn-
ing with our single cow milking machine,  while she munches on some organic dairy ration in exchange for her milk!  We are very 
mindful about leaving enough for her calf Dublin, although she is able to hold back some milk herself to help the DCC humans 
out on that account. 
At DCC we often joke that many of the cows are “dog-cows” which refers to their gentle dispositions and relatively economic 
upkeep.  As small-framed cattle they require less than their larger bovine cousins which makes them ideal for small farms and 
newcomers to owning cattle.  Furthermore, the hardiness of the cattle allows our herd to be outside all year round with access to 
water and shelter from the elements.  Historically Dexter cattle have been said to have roamed wildly through the mountainous 
regions of southern Ireland, which certainly seems believable when you see them thriving chest deep in Canadian snow and  
-30 C! 

 

Mike & Evelyn Lafortune 

Dexter Cattle Company 
Certified Organic Dexter Beef Operation 

www.dextercattlecompany.com 
 
References: 
www.dextercattle.ca 
http://www.dextercattle.co.uk/the-
breed/ 
http://dextercattle.org/pdf/new/
about%20dexter%20cattle%
20062816.pdf 
 

Who registered the most Dexters in 2016 
 Breeder Number of Registrations 

1 W.C. & D.J Kadatz,  AB 20 

2 Dexter Cattle Co.,  P.E.I.  14 

3 Dreamach Acres, ON 10 

4 Roy & Dawn Howell, SK 8 

5T Sarah & Hugh Newfeld, SK 7 

5T Adrian & Rita Hykaway, AB 7 

 compiled by Ron Black with statistics from Canadian Live-
stock Records Corporation 

 

   

DIRECTORS’ REPORT 

Photo courtesy : Becky Williams 

MRF Meg 
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Well, it’s February and it feels like April. It makes me wonder if spring has arrived or is it just vis-
iting? We’ve had little winter to speak of here in Ontario despite the fact that the almanac and 
weather forecasters were predicting an old fashioned winter.  If the nice weather is here to stay we 
have our plans laid out and are ready to spring into action. Here is an excerpt from our January farm 
newsletter about our farm planning process at the beginning of each year.  We are a family farm 
that produces grass fed Dexter beef, pastured pork and poultry, free range eggs, honey and cut 
flowers. The intention of the newsletter is to give our customers a behind the scenes of a working 
farm with the hope of connecting the consumers with us the farmers. The more they know about 
how their food is raised the better.  

The Excitement of a New Year 
While people are busily making New Year's Resolutions, we are well into the farm plans for the 

upcoming year.  Many factors are considered as we lay out the goals in each area of the farm.  We evaluate and analyze our 
livestock (cattle, pigs, bees, laying hens, and meat birds), pasture, infrastructure. (fencing, shelter/shade, water) and crops. We 
establish rotational grazing strategies, planting schedules and breeding plans.  The complexity of our diverse operation makes 
this endeavour challenging, but the time spent in this task makes for more efficient use of our time later on.  An example can be 
found in our pasture management strategy.  Our cows will move to pasture in early May.  As they rotate through the twelve 
pastures we pay special attention to ensure the cows don’t stay too long in one pasture and ensuring there is an adequate rest 
period for the pasture to recover before the cows are back grazing it again.  The cows will be followed by our layers in movable 
coops.  In this rotation, the chickens add nitrogen to the field in manure and work the cow manure by scratching it up looking for 
flies, larva etc.  Our sows and market pigs, will move to pasture used last fall by the cows and begin a tillage program.  They will 
be sectioned off and rotated through the pasture to turn it over and add manure.  This area will then be harrowed (levelled) and 

planted for a late summer forage for the cows and will provide blooms for our 
roaming bees.  In fields that remain fallow (rested) cover crops are planted to 
add nitrogen (like clover) to the soil and to protect the soil from erosion over 
the winter.   In this plan we also include infrastructure requirements such as 
fencing, access to water and shelter.  Lately, we have been installing high 
tensile electric fence around the farm (over 16000 feet of wire last year) and 
movable polywire on reels.  This allows us to establish temporary paddocks 
for the different animals.  Inside these paddocks both the pigs and chickens 
need housing so we have constructed buildings that can travel with the ani-
mals.  Water must also move with the animals with our portable water wag-
ons.  This may seem like a lot of work and it is, but to consistently improve our 
farm in a sustainable, ethical and organic way it is well worth it. 
In spite of all the planning, life on any farm is unpredictable. There are many 
variables that are out of our control so we try to remain flexible and optimis-
tic. Our plans don’t always unfold exactly as we hope, but they provide us 
with direction as the year progresses. 
Hope everyone has a great spring on their farm. 

Becky Williams 

DIRECTORS’ REPORT 

EAR TAGS FOR IDENTIFYING DEXTER CALVES FOR REGISTRATION  
The by-laws of the Canadian Dexter Cattle Association provide for metal ear tags stamped with the owner at birth’s registered 
herd letters, the calf number and the year letter denoting the year of birth to be used for identifying Dexter calves for registra-
tion as an alternative to tattooing.   
For some time now, CDCA Past President Adrian Hykaway has been purchasing blank tags from Ketchum Manufacturing Inc. in 
Ontario and stamping them with the required information, and has been supplying these to CDCA members requesting them at 
the cost of $1.50 each plus the cost of shipping for an order of 5 tags or less. For more than 5 tags, the cost of shipping is includ-
ed. At the CDCA 2016 Annual Meeting in Kelowna, a proposal from Ketchum to advertise and have their order form on the 
CDCA website was discussed by members present. After some discussion, the proposal was turned down.  One main reason was 
that Ketchum requires a certain minimum number of tags to be ordered at one time. The reality is that many CDCA members 
require only a very few tags each year so the minimum quantities are not practical.  
As a result of the decision, Adrian indicated that he was volunteering to continue providing the tags to CDCA members. Mem-
bers wishing to use this method of identifying their calves for CDCA registration should contact Adrian directly with their re-
quests and to determine the costs.  He can be reached by phone at 780-998-7358 or by e-mail at hykaway@mcsnet.ca.    
Adrian also currently has an inventory of the pliers required to insert these tags into the animal’s ear. Again he is selling these 
at his cost of $34.00 plus the cost of shipping.  
To purchase other Ketchum Manufacturing products, including tattooing equipment and supplies and other types of ear tags, 
members may do so through Canadian Livestock Records Corporation (CLRC). Price lists and order forms can be found on the 
CLRC website www.clrc.ca/eartags.shtml.       

Snowy steer: photo courtesy  

Becky Williams 
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4-H REPORTS 

 Hi my name is Cheyenne Veninga,and this...is the best little Dexter heifer ever, LeDell. I started training LeDell in January of 

2016. She was a sketchy kind of a cow, which made it harder to train her, but with more and more time, she came to be 

very calm. 

In August we attended our 4-H Achievement Day, we worked as a team and got 2nd for showmanship. 

She is a very good friend. 
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Delta Genomics Update Jan 27 Meeting 
 
This report is about a meeting I attended in Calgary. Delta Genomics presented a power point 
of a new program that Delta has developed in partnership with John Basarab at Lacombe Re-
search Center called EnVigour HX to find out the advantages of crossbreeding beef cattle. 
Lacombe did the research and Delta did the genetic DNA on the cattle to identify the breeds 
in the crossbred animals. The research was done in cooperation with 13 ranchers using 2400 
steers and 600 of those were tested at Lacombe and carcass data from Cargill. Delta geno-
typed the steers using seven breeds to identify the percentage of each breed in the cross-
breds and look forward to using more breeds in the future. The point that I want to make is 
that we know that there are a lot of people including CDCA members out there that are cross-
ing Dexters with the large breeds bulls and are using Dexter bulls on large breeds and are 
very successful. Some of the comments I’ve heard is when a large breed owner buys a Dex-
ter bull to use on his large breed heifers he doesn’t want anyone to know he is doing this. Is it 
because these people are afraid the cattle buyers won’t pay the going price if they know Dex-
ter is part of the cross? 
I think we should try to encourage these CDCA members to give some comments and try to 
convince Delta, Lacombe, and CBBC to get Dexters as another breed involved in their study. 
I think that this may be one way to get Dexter involved in the beef mainstream market. This 
doesn't fit into the pure bred realm of Dexters, but to quote Allyn Nelson who said many times 
that until there is a commercial acceptance of the Dexter breed the purebred Dexter will not 
advance. 
Another part of the meeting was an update of the transfer of the DNA samples from Gen-
Serve to Delta, which is now basically complete, and there may be a few more samples that 
may show up later as GenServe is still going through their storage area. 316 Dexter DNA 
samples were transferred from GenServe to Delta. The cost if we had tried to do it on our 
own, if we could have negotiated a deal would have cost us a lot but who knows what we 
could have negotiated, Mike, I, and a few others did it on our own and it cost us $36.00 per 
sample. So $36.00 X 316 = $11376.00, CBBC paid $250,000.00 to transfer 178,000 samples 
so that works out to just over $1.40 per sample plus Delta got funding on top of that to sort 
and catalogue by breed. In the future if CDCA were to decide to move the samples to another 
lab, it could be done in a matter of hours, no more than a day or two. CBBC thought that there 
were actually more samples closer to 400,000, but no one knew for sure because of the stor-
age, sorting, and cataloguing system used by GenServe. 
 John Basarab was to give a presentation but didn’t attend the meeting and I was hoping to 
have a conversation with him, so I will try sometime in the future to go to Lacombe and see if 
there is a chance that we could set up a research program for the Dexter breed, Ron was at 
Lacombe so he may recall that Mary Ann Stevenson was trying to get a research program 
started but ran into a few road blocks and gave up as the timing wasn’t right, so maybe we 
can get it going, don’t know until I try. Once I have more information it’ll be up to the CDCA 
membership to decide if we should get a research program started. This is a short summary 
of the meeting and if anyone is interested in the power point presentation I can email it to you. 
By attending these meetings, there is always something to learn. This is why more members 
should try and attend, especially board members if possible. 

                                                                                                        Adrian Hykaway 
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Chopped Feed Feeder 
 

2016 wasn’t a very good year for making 
hay in our area, as it wasn’t in other areas 
of the country as well. I ended up with a 
lot of poor quality hay that was dusty and 
had some mold to deal with. So in order 
to lower the risk of health problems for 
our Dexters, I decided to put the hay thor-
ough a silage harvester. I wrote about this 
last year as a way to blow out the dust 
and mold plus mix the poorest with the 
somewhat better hay. I started by chop-
ping the hay into a half ton truck box that I 
had enclosed with sides and a tarp but 
couldn’t chop very many square bales at a 
time.  Also the chopped hay didn’t blow far enough into the box and the dust didn’t escape well 
enough. I ended up forking it to the front of the box. Every day I also had to carry the chopped hay to 
the feeder tires, more work. Then I made an enclosure with four livestock panels that work quite well 
but the bulls wasted a lot by nosing it around to get the fine better chopped hay and trampling the 
rest. Little by little whenever I had some extra time I kept adding improvements to the panels by add-
ing pallets and a feed barrier keep the bulls from wasting all the work I did to chop the hay. I also 
needed something for the heifers, and this time I used 12 more pallets I get from a roofer friend of 
mine, most of time I use the pallets to stack the hay on to keep it off the ground. These pallets were 
nailed together in a square with a feed barrier around the base and to keep the bulls and heifers from 
nosing the hay out I put 2x4s evenly spaced and nailed to the barrier. In both of the feeders the hay 
can be reached from below the pallets. Every few days I move the chopped hay to the outer edge of 
the feeder. I can chop 50 plus bales at a time and that lasts about 4 weeks for the 9 bulls and about 
the same for a steer and 11 heifers. These two feeders have reduced my daily feeding time and I’m 
able to utilize poor quality hay. I also chop hay for the bred cows and heifers, but it is a different type 
of feeder but I’m still able to blow out the dust and any mold. I do have a limited quantity of reasona-
bly  good hay that I feed sparingly plus about 1 lb of alfalfa pellets per animal per day to make sure 

they are getting enough nutrition. I 
have included a picture of each 
feeder for Brenda to include with 
this write up but if anyone would 
like to see more I can email some 
to you. 
Hope everyone has a trouble free 
calving. 

Adrian Hykaway 

Bull feeder 

Heifer feeder 



Please have articles to  
Brenda Pollard by: 
February 25  August 25 
May 25   November 25 

This will help with how swiftly 
you will receive your copy. 
Thank you 

Here we are in March and calving is 
just around the corner for us. Most of 
the ladies are progressing nicely and 
should be right on schedule. Around 
our area the major purebred breeders 
are traditionally calving earlier than 
we do, and when we had our com-

mercial herd of Charolais cross, we had the calves 
arrive around this time. As they say, old habits are 
hard to break. We have a calving barn that we open 
up for the girls when they are getting close and the 
majority of them go there on their own to calve. The 
younger ones that are on the bottom of the pecking 
order are usually kicked out by the older upper crust 
in the herd. That is when we set up corral panels in-
side and lock them away from the boss.  
We were fortunate enough to sell all of our stock that 
we had for sale and would like to welcome the new 
owners to the association. We purchase a member-
ship for anyone who is buying their first ever Dexter 
when they purchase from us. I believe there are other 
members that do the same thing when they have a 
first time buyer.  
Nick Woodhouse and I have been corresponding 
through email about the need for material for the 
newsletter. We are at a loss as to how to get submis-
sions and answers as to what you would like to read 
and learn bout. I would like to include a member pro-
file for each issue. This would mean that everyone at 
some point, whether they have submitted one in the 
past or not, will be called upon to tell us about their 
operation. Are there any health issues that someone 
has heard about and would like to learn more? I know 
there are a lot of first time Dexter owners and maybe 
even first time cattle owners that have some ques-
tions. We could have a Q & A section. The only prob-
lem with that is that the only answer maybe from me 
and I can only answer from my  own experiences. The 
newsletter is only as good as YOU make it.  
Marketing is another issue that has been discussed at 
meetings. Ideas are always welcome.  How do you 
market your animals? Types of feed, feeding systems, 
supplements,  handling systems, fencing,  shelters, 
weaning methods, organic, non-organic, slaughter 
age, age to breed a heifer, how to select a replace-
ment heifer, how to select a herd sire, oldest cow on 
your farm. These are all types of articles that would 
be helpful to a first time owner who is wondering, not 
everyone has grown up on a farm so your knowledge 
is valuable. We should use the resources that we have 
at our disposal within the association. We have tons 
of experience at our finger tips in the form of mem-
bers.  
As I sign off, here’s wishing all an uneventful calving 
season and warm weather to do it in.  
 

Brenda Pollard 

FROM THE SECRETARY: 
The new year 2017 is now well underway, and I hope you all 
enjoy this issue of the CDCA Newsletter. You may have noticed 
that the September and December issues in 2016 were combined 
into one, due in part to when the 2016 Annual Meeting was held. 
We held off on the September issue so the reports of the AGM 
could be included.    
As it is a new year, I want to remind all who were members in 
2016 that this is the last issue of the Newsletter you will receive if 
your 2017 membership is not paid by the end of May, 2017. If 
you have not yet paid, please send in the renewal notice you 
received in December or contact CLRC through its website to 
renew using your credit card.  
The new Board of Directors held its first meeting since the AGM 
on February 9th, and the minutes of that meeting are included 
with this newsletter.  
I also wanted to inform members that the two by-law amend-
ments that were discussed at the AGM and voted on after by 
mail ballot were  by the members voting, and have now been 
submitted to Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada for ministerial 
approval.   
May you all have a successful calving season when that occurs for 
you this year.  
Till next time. 

Sincerely 

Ron Black  
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Misty morning 

Photo courtesy  

Becky Williams 
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Apron: white, with eight inch screened logo on 

bib …..$20 

Shopping bag, red with Dexter logo …………..$5 

Fridge magnet. (ask about bulk pricing)……...$2 

Hats: Ball—cotton, black or dun with Dexter 

logo……$20 

Multi-tool…………………………………………..$20 

Book (Dexter Cattle: A Breeder’s Notebook)..$32 

Shipping included in price, but price may vary. 
Please make cheque payables to: 

Canadian Dexter Cattle Association.   
T-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies available. 

For more information please contact: 
 

Sera Fradgley 
Box 1034 

Acme Alberta 
T0M 0A0 

Phone (406) 546-9226 
E-mail: albertaroots@telus.net 

 
Please send payment to  

Treasurer: Ron Black  
Canadian Dexter Cattle Association 

2417 Holly  
Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada 
K1V 0M7 
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GENERAL - The Dexter is a dual purpose 

animal with both beef and dairy qualities. 

In judging, both of these qualities are es-

sential. 

COLOUR - Whole black, red and dun. All 

colours are of equal merit. A small amount 

of white is allowed but only on the under-

line, udder area, organs of generation and 

the tassel of the tail. White forward of the 

navel should be strongly discouraged.  

HEAD – Broad between the eyes tapering 

gracefully toward a broad muzzle. Strong 

jaws with an even bite. Eyes bright and 

prominent. Nostrils should be wide and 

distended. Size of the head in proportion 

to the body.  

NECK - blending well into the shoulders, 

thick but not too short. Head should be 

carried well above the spine. 

HORNS - Dexters may be horned or polled. 

When not disbudded, dehorned or polled 

the horns should be moderately thick with 

an inward¸ slightly upward curve. Bulls 

should not have as much of an upward 

curve as the cow. The removal of the 

horns should not be penalized in the show 

ring.  

BODY – Breast prominent, chest floor wide, 

well sprung ribs, wide across loin, quar-

ters thick and deep, broad hips, well 

rounded fleshy rump. Straight level top-

line with the tail set level with the spine. 

When viewed from the rear, tail should 

run straight from the spine. Straight level 

underline. Good width between the front 

and back legs. Legs should be moderate 

length in proportion to body size, squarely 

placed under the body, wide apart and 

perpendicular when views from the rear. 

Feet should have short toes, be deep 

heeled, and level soled. The length of the 

back from shoulder to tail set should be 

the same or greater than the height of the 

animal at the shoulder.  

Cows – Udder should be well attached, 

high and wide rear attachment, car-

ried well forward. Teats of medium 

size, well placed in the udder, hang 

plumb and are of equal size. Strong 

medial suspensory ligament.  

Bulls – well hung testicles of even size, 

scrotum long and well away from the 

body. 

SKIN – loose and pliable, hair short and sleek 

in summer, longer and thicker in winter.  

WEIGHT AND SIZE - as dual purpose ani-

mals, Dexters should not be overly short 

and leggy. Overly short animals cause 

milking problems and possible mating 

problems. Leggy animals lose the beefy 

qualities. Both extremes should be strong-

ly discouraged.  

Cows – at four years old, cows should not 

exceed 850 pounds. Height should be 

between 36 and 44 inches at the hip. 

Bulls – at four years old, bulls should not 

exceed 1100 pounds. Height should be 

between 38 and 46 inches at the hip. 

Overly large and tall animals or ex-

tremely small, short animals are to be 

strongly discourages as suitable 

breeding stock. Dexters in Canada are 

eligible for registration in accordance 

with the rules set out in the Canadian 

Dexter Cattle Association Constitu-

tion.  

NOTE: Guidelines are for breeding, se-

lecting and judging purposes.  

 



 
 
Canadian Livestock Records Corporation 

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSICIATION 
FEE SCHEDULE 
Effective February 27, 2016 

ADD 13% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NEW BRUNSWICK, ONTARIO AND NFLD 
ADD 14% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF P.E.I. 

ADD 15%HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NOVA SCOTIA 
ADD 5% GST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF ALL OTHER PROVINCES 

MEMBERSHIP 

Annual membership ……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….$50.00 
Annual membership for a new member or a member rejoining after a lapse of three years or more…………...…$25.00 
Junior membership………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...............……   $5.00 
Associate membership (non-resident) …………………………………………………………………………….………………………...……$50.00 
Registration of animals:  N.B. All male calves must be DNA typed in order to be registered. 
Males and females up to 24 months of age …………………………………………………….….…………………………………...…..…$30.00 
Males and females 24 months and over ………………………………………………………..………………………...………...……....…$40.00 
Registration of CDN born animals previously registered in a recognized foreign association (including all transfers).
……………………..…………………………………………………….….…………………………………………………………………………...…...…...$25.00 
Registration of a CDN born animal previously registered in a recognized foreign association (10 or more in the same 
submission) (including all transfers) ………………………………………………………………...................................................$15.00 
Registration of an imported animal…………………………………………………………..…..…………………………………...……..…...$50.00 
Registration or transfer of an embryo…………………………………………………………..…………………………………….…….….….$15.00 
Change of name of recorded animal ………………………………………………………………....…………………….…………..………...$30.00 
Registration of a herd name (prefix)………………………………………………………………..…………………………..………………....$20.00 
Registration of tattoo letters……………………………...…………………..………………..………..…………………………..…………..…..$20.00 
Transfer of a herd name……………………………...…………………..……………………………………………………………….……….…...$25.00 
Registration of lease………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….…...$30.00 
Transfer of tattoo letters ………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………….…………....$25.00 
Transfer of ownership (live animals)…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………....$25.00 
Transfer of ownership of 5 to 10 animals form same seller to same buyer in same submission……….……..……....$20.00 
Transfer of ownership of 11 animals of more from the same seller to same buyer in same submission ….………$17.50 
Each transfer of lease or ownership to windup an estate or where a parent takes a son/daughter into partnership, 
or where a son or daughter enters into partnership with a parent to one of his/her children, or forms an incorpo-
rated company within an immediate family, or where a partnership is dissolved & a transfer made of the partner-
ship animals to one of more continuing partners, provided there isn’t financial consideration involved………….$12.50 
Replacement of lost or unobtainable certificates……………………………………………………………………………………………..$20.00 
New certificates………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…...$20.00 
Reject fee …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….$15.00 
Rush fee (except for export)…………………………………………………………………...…………………………………………….………...$15.00 
SNP DNA and GENETIC TESTING 
Basic Parentage SNP DNA ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$30.00 
Microsatellite & SNP DNA ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………….$60.00 
PHA Bull Test …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$35.00 
Red Colour Test ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…….$30.00 
NON MEMBERS 

Fees are double that of members’ fees for all transactions 
Subscription to newsletter only (snail mail)…………………..………………………………….............................................$15.00 

IF AN ANIMAL IS SOLD BEFORE BEING REGISTERED, THE REGISTRATION AND EACH  
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP IS CHARGED FOR AT THE REGULAR RATE. 

Fees are to be paid by VISA, Master Card, or by cheque or money order payable to:  
CANADIAN LIVESTOCK RECORDS CORPORATION, 2417 HOLLY LANE, OTTAWA, ON  K1V 0M7 

Telephone: (877)833-7110 or (613) 731-7110 Fax (613)731-0704 
E-mail: clrc@clrc.ca Internet www.clrc.ca 
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